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REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF MR. 


Reaper, if you aréa christian, 
the following Narration will re- 
vive your spirits, cheer your 
heart, and raise your adoring 
thoughts to that Ged, who has 
‘‘ mercy on whom he will have 
gnercy,” and “who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his 
own will.” If you are a stran- 
ger to Christ, may you be im- 
pressed with a full conviction of 
the solemn and interesting reali- 
ties, that the Bible is the only 
standard of divine truth; that 
itis the only sure guide of hu- 
man life ; and that nothing short 
of the love and practice of the 
Christian Religion, can inspire a 
good hope of a blessed immor- 
tality, give peace and comfort 
in the departing hour of life, and 
Jay a solid foundation for victo- 
ry over death and the grave. 

On the evening of the 18th of 
December last, Mr. Luther John- 
son of Sandy Hill, cafled on me 
atmy house, and informed that 
Mr. Ahijah Jones, a neighbour 
of his, was very sick, apparently 
near the close cf life, and was 
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AHIJAH JONES, 


very anxious to have a visit from 
me. 

Mr. Jones was a person of my 
acquaintance, cf upwards of for- 
ty years of age, and though his 
general character was that of an 
honest industrious man. yet it 
was well known, that he was an 
open rejecter of the gospel, and 
that he assumed the appearance 
of an infidel, and despiser of re- 
ligion, whatever he might have 
been at heart. Some of his in- 
timate associates were avowed 
infidels, who apparently “ neither 
fear God, nor regard mn ;” 
who trample on the authority of 
divine and human iaws; whio 
make a mock at sin, and ridi- 
cule the idea of future respon:i- 
bility. The sequel ot ©: nar- 
ration will shew from Mr. Jones? 
dying confession, what motives 
he had in view inthe chore f 
such company. while evidence 
will be given of an thustri-us 
display of divine grace iv puck. 
ing him as a brand from the 
burning. 

In stating his errand, Mr. Jobn- 
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son informed me that Mr. Jones 
was very much alarmed about 
his situation, and that he had 
expressed an anxiety to have the 
ordinance of baptism administer- 
ed to him before he died. His 
@ouversation (added Mr. John- 
son) made such an impression on 
my mind, that [ have come* to 
prevail with you to make him a 
visit, and I wish you, if possible, 
to go this evening. for he may 
not live till morning. 

Such a request from a sick 
man of the above description, 
presented in a most affectionate 
manner, could not fail of making 
solemn impressions on my mind, 
and of convincing me of the du- 
ty of immediate compliance. I 
said to Mr. Johnson, I will go. 
We immediately set out togeth- 
er; called on Mr. John Folsom 
a christian friend at Glenn’s- falls ; 
stated to him the situation of Mr. 
Jones, and invited him to go with 
us: he complied, and between 
8 and 9 o’clock in the evening, 
we arrived at the house of the 
sick man. On entering the door, 
we found Mr. Jones bolstered 
a chair before the fire, in great 
distress. Most affectionately he 
took us respectively by the hand, 
and with emotions of satisfac- 
tion, mixed with apparent anxi- 
ety, invited us to take seats. We 
had scarcely seated ourselves, 
when Mr. Jones began of his own 
accord to open his mind, and un- 
bosom to us the burden of his 
anxious soul. “O (said he} I 
am a poor distressed creature. [ 
have rejected, and rejected divine 
mercy, again and again. When 





* The distance was about 9 miles, 
as the river was impassable, and he 
had to come round by Glenn’s-falls 
bridge. | 
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] was about eighteen years of age 
there was a special awakening, 
in Shelburne, the town where I 
then lived. I wias a subject of 
the awakening myself. It pleas- 
ed God to alarm me, to convince 
me of my danger, and call upon 
me ‘to give up my youthful heart 
to Christ and embrace the ways 
of ‘holiness. But I resisted the 
strivings of the spirit of God. 
At times I was almost brought 
to conclude that I would yield 
up my héart to God and make 
a profession of religion. But 
neglecting and postponing duty 
from time to time, those impres- 
sions would wear away, and 
then I would strive to cast off 
thoughts about religion, and ban- 
ish every serious impression from 
the mind. O Mr. Folsom, (said 
he, addressing himself particular- 
ly to-that gentleman) I remem- 
ber the privileges, which I enjoy. 
ed, in your family, and the man- 
ner, in which I misimproved 
them.* You prayed forme. You 
endeavoured to instruct me in my 
duty both to God and man. You 
taught me the right way in which 
I chould go. But alas! I slight- 
ed your good counsel, and often- 
times intentionally absented my- 
self from your family devotions. 
I was more afraid of you than of 
God. Your reproofs and admo- 
nitions were a continual dread to 
me. And eyen a few weeks ago 
your presence struck me with 
awe. I had been out breaking 
the Sabbath with my companions 
in wickedness. Seeing you com- 
ing to Meet me on your returry 
from the place of worship, I was 





*When Mr. Jones was about 9@ 
years of age, he lived with Mr- Folsom 
about a year, and was under the daily 
advantage of pious instruction, 
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filled with terror, and hastened 
out of the way for fear of your 
reproof. Q what a wretched life 
I have lived. ‘There has scarce. 
Ly been six months since the age 
of eighteen years, but what I 
have been at times alarmed and 
concerned about my situation. 
Ofien when I lay down to rest at 
night, I felt remorse and horrors 
of conscience. Conscience told 
me that I had done wrong. But 
I resisted the dictates of con- 
science, and strove to banish such 
convictions from my mind. I 
felt sometimes as though I should 
almost sink into eternity. But 
still I resisted, and continued in 
rebellion against God. Such 
trouble of mind was a grief to 
me. Itriedevery method { could 
think of to get rid of it, and flat- 
tered myself that I was neither to 
blame norin danger. I endeav- 
oured to reason myself into the 
belief of the universalian, and de- 
istical schemes to sooth my con- 
science torest. But though I as- 
sociated with such company and 
conducted in conformity to those 
delusive principles, yet I never 
could be persuaded that they 
were true. My conscience always 
teld me they were wrong, and 
would never stand the trial of a 
dying hour, nor the test of the 
great judgment day, Many peo- 
pie supposed that I was an infidel. 
But I never was an infidel at 
heart. 1 tried to be an infidel, 
and lived like one; bnt i was 
only to get rid of conviction and 
of duty. And often when I was 
in a full career of wickedness, ‘I 
felt as if I should sink under the 
burdens of a guilty conscience. 
‘Thus [have lived year afier year 
in rebellion against God, and my 
Gwn conscience, Jt is a wonder 
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and an astonishment to me, that 
God has not cut me off long 
ago and sent me to destruction. 
But here I am, yet alive. How 
long I shall live, God alone knows. 
For two or three days past I 
have felt pressed in my mind, 
that I must give up my heart to 
my Saviour. O he has died for 
me, he has died for me that J, 
a wretched (sinaet, might live. 
Though my “sins be as scarlet, 
he can make them as white as 
snow; though they ke red like 
crimson, he can make them as 
wool.’’ Christ invites me to come 
to him and trust in him for sal. 
vation. He has declared, ‘* He 
that cometh unto me, | wil! inno 
wise cast out.”? Why then, should 
] despair of mercy ? Why should 
I disbelieve what he has spoken 
and promised ? All he requires of 
me is to give up my heart to 
him, and 1 hope and trust that 
I have yielded at last to the 
strivings of his blessed spirit. I 
think | have given him my heart. 
But I want to be more resigned 
tohim. I feel something here, 
(pressing his hands upon his 
breast) [ feel something here 
that 1 want to give up more.” 
‘hus saying, he broke out into a 
fervent ejaculation with eyes and 
hands lifted towards heaven.— 
“Q Saviour, take my _ heart. 
Take this sinful heart that has so 
long rebelled againstthee. I give 
itupto thee. O have mercy, 
have mercy, tpon a _ wretched 
sinner !’’——- He paused. 

Such were the impressions made 
by this time upon the minds of 
his Visitants, that it is verily bes 
lieved he prayed not alone. 

During the time of the above 
conversation, he gave very little 
opportunity for ary thing to be 
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said, except some questions which 
were asked him at intervals, 
relative to the manner of his 
life as above stated. 

After a very little pause, his 
anxiety still appeared unabated. 
He thus proceeded. “Ihave a 
desire to offer myself up to God 
in christian baptiim. My mind 
bas been somewhat perplexed 
with the Quaker sentiments of 
internal baptisms only, supposing 
that there is no necessity of the 
external application of water. 
Bur this will not do. My mind 
is not answered ; my conscience 
is not satisfied on this ground. 
‘he bible tells me, “ Except a 
man be born of water and of the 
spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” 1 believe 
that the Jailer, and the Eunuch, 
were baptized with water exter- 
nally ; and why is it not my du- 
ty and privilege to be baptized 
in the same manner? O, I want 
to be baptized with water, and 
with the Holy Ghost, that my 
sins may be washed away, in 
the blood of my Saviour. 

My comrades in wickedness, 
and some others, perhaps will 
say, this is nothing but the ef- 
fectsof fear. ‘ As soon as death 
stared him inthe face (they will 
say ) he was terrified and affright- 
ed; and through fear or de- 
rangement of mind, he professed 
religion.” But it is not fear nor 
insanity that has brought me to 
these feelings and desires. I am 
in my right mind. I donot feel 
afraid. The thoughts of death 
are no terror to me. It i3 a 
sense of duty that moves me to 
desire to confess Christ before 
the world, and be baptized. I 
want to be a witness for my 

Saviour. If I should be restor- 
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ed to health, I desire to live to 
his praise and glory all the days 
of my life. And should I die, 
I have no other name to trust in, 
and I want no other. He is able 
and willing to save all that trust 
inhim. He is all mytrust. He 
is the foundation of all my hope 
of immortality. I cast myself 
upon hi. mercy, and if I perish, 
I will perish at his feet.” Thus 
saying, he paused again. 

I consulted those christian 
friends pre-ent relative to Mr. 
Jones’ state of mind, and the 
propriety of complying with his 
request. Each one appeared 
satisfied with his relation, and 
considering it highly proper and 
important that his desires should 
be answered, it was concluded to 
collect a number of christian 
friends together, and proceed to 
the administration of the ordi- 
nance of baptism. 

While measures were taken to 
convene some friends, Mr. Jones 
was laid upon the bed; but he 
continued to converse on his new 
favourite theme, with very little 
Intermission. 

The friends being assembled, 
I proceeded to make some ob. 
servations on the nature and im- 
portance of the ordinance about 
to be administered, and recited 
the substance of the Calvinistic 
articles of faith and covenant, 
to which he most cordially as- 
sented. He was then, at his de- 
sire, helped again into his chair; 
and at about the hour of ten in 
the evening, after imploring the 
presence and blessing of God on 
the administration of the divine 
ordinance, Mr. Jones was baptiz- 
ed with water in the Mame of 
the Sacred Trinity. . 

The solemnities of the evening 
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were closed with a most fervent 
and appropriate prayer by Mr. 
Folsom, and some words of ex- 
hortation Which followed. Mr. 
Jones professed to feel satished 
with the visit and the proceed- 
ings of the evening, and taking 
jeave of him and family, the 
company reired to their respec- 
tive abo'es. Being co far trom 
home, I concluded to tarry the 
misht with Mr. Jehnson. Ear- 
ly in the morning 1 visited Mr. 
Jone, found lim awake and ap- 
parently better. He appeared 
rejoiced to see me, and entered 
immediately upon that subject, 
which evidertly engrossed the 
whole of his attention. Satd he, 
«T have had very little if any 
sleep this mghi. I have been 
afraid of God. He has been in 
my thoughts all the night. I 
have not been afraid that God 
would do me any injustice; but 
i fear him, because I adore him, 
and I have been afraid lest I 
should be left to sin against him. 
© how good the Lord is! How 
kind and merciful is my Saviour, 
that after I have lived so long 
in sin, he shouid have mercy on 
me instead of casting me off for 
ever.” Clasping his hands to- 
gether he said, ‘*O blessed Sav- 
iour, Itrustin thee; 1 rest on 
thee alone for salvation; I have 
no merit to plead but thine; 
have mercy, O have mercy upon 
a distressed guilty sinner.” Here 
he paused. 

I enquired the state of his 
mind relative to the transactions 
of the evening before. ‘QO, said 
he, I feel satisfied in this, that I 
have done my duty. 
ease, and comfortable in my 
mind in this respect.” 


f.s he had intimated the eve- 
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ning before that he considered it 
a-duty for parents to give up their 
children to God in baptism, I en- 
quired of him, whether I had o- 
mitted part of his request, add- 
ing, if this washis desire, 1 would 
proceed to the baptism of his 
children this morning. He an- 
swered that he had not contem- 
plated having them baptized 
now ; but at some future period. 
With a degree of engagedness he 
added, “* Why, Mr. Armstrong, 
I hope to get well again. I feel 
much better than I did last night. 
See, said he, extending his arms, 
see how strong my merves are. 
I hope through the mer- 
cy of God to be restored tuo 
health. And should that be the 
case, I shall endeavour to em- 


brace the first opportunity of 


bringing my children forward to 
the ordinance of baptism in a 
public manner. I have six chil- 
dren. Two daughters are grown 
to years sufficient to act for 
themselves in this respect. The 
four youngest I hope to live to 
see baptized.” 

I was so elated with is con- 
versation, and flattered with the 
hope of his recovery, that I dis- 
missed the subject, hoping with 
him, that the time would come, 
when I should see him come for- 
ward with his children to the or- 
dinance of God. Athis request 
I prayed with him, and took my 
leave, rejoicing in view of wharz 
the Lord had done fora soul. 

It was between 8 and 9 o’clock 
in the morning when I bid him 
adieu, and returned to the house 
of Mr. Johnson, with the pleas- 
ing information, that Mr. Jones 
was apparently better, and thar I 
was not without hopes that he 
mightrecover. But alas! death 
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had singled him outas a mark 
for prey; the bow was then 
drawn, and the quiver ready to 
fly. Soon after 1 left his house, 
he said to his wife, “I have 
had no sleep; 1 wish to sleep. 
Soon after, he complained that 
his sight failed, he could not see 
as betore. He was shortly after 
seized with a trembling ; he quiv- 
ered; he groaned, and fell asleep 
in death about the hour of twelve, 
at noon, and it is hoped that he 
diedinthe Lord. For “ Blessed 
are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth ; yea saith 
the Spirit that they may rest 
from their labours and their 
works do follow them.” 

The next day, which was Sab- 
bath, his remains were interred 
in the dust where we have rea- 
son to hope, 

“* His flesh will slumber in the ground, 

Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound 5 

Then burst the chains with sweet sur- 
rise, 

And i his Saviour’s image rise.” 

After interment, a very crowd- 
ed audience attended his funeral 
in the court foom on Sandy Hill. 
The scene was solemn and affect- 
ing. The circumstances attend- 
ing Mr. Jones’ death, could not 
fail of exciting emotions of joy 
in the hearts of God’s people ; 
while a solemn awe was apparent 
on the countenances of the assem- 
bly. The opportunity was im- 
proved by Mr. Folsom in a per- 
tinent and well applied exposition 
of the words of our Savicur re- 
corded in Matt. xxv. 6th.—“ Be- 
hold the bridegroom cometh, go 
ye out to meet him.”* This is 


ee 
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* Since the removal of Mr. Board” 
man to Long Island, the congregation 
at Sandy Hill have been destitute of 
& minister, during which time Mr. 
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said to have been a time of feast- 
ing tothe friends of the Redeem- 
er; anda time of trembling to 
those who know not God and 
obey not the gospel of Christ. 
Let the foregoing Narrative 
be improved to convince infidels 
that there is a reality in religion ; 
and to influence sinners of every 
description to embrace it without 
delay. The wicked may flatter 
themselvés that they are not to 
blame nor in danger ow account 
of sin ;——they may embrace prin- 
ciples which are calculated to 
sooth their consciences to rest, in 
an ungodly state ;—they may 
combine together in seeking to 
overthrow the religion of the 
Bible, to exterminate its influ. 
ence from the society of mankind, 
and to set up the goddess of reason 
as the standard ot human recti- 
tude ;—they may seek the pro- 
motion of that Liberty and Equal- 
sty which aims a blow at the root 
of all religious establishments, 
seeks to throw off every restraint 
of religion, and tends to open the 
flood-gates of every licentious 
passion and immoral practice.— 
Agreeably to the principles and 
spirit of such delusions they may 
live in open defiance of the au- 
thority of heaven ;_ but the hour 
of death will shake their founda- 
tion, and make them quake for 
fear. Such fascinating, and soul 
Cestructive machinations, cannot 
stand the test of a dying hour. 
Nothing but an interest in the 
Lord Jesus, and a well founded 
«* hope through grace” of a bless 


Folsom has improved in public wor. 
ship by taking lead in devotion, ex- 
pounding scripture, exhortation, &c. 
on Sabbath and on funeral occasions, 
to the general acceptation of the con- 
gregation, 
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ed immortality can disarm death 
of its sting, lift the soul of a dy- 
ing person above its fears and ter- 
rors, and ensure the peaceful 
presence of God in the dark val- 
ley of decision. 

While reading the last confese 
sion and dying testimony of Mr. 
Jones, let the bold presumptuous 
mfidel, and the heaven daring 
despiser of religion pauge, and 
enquire, what can these things 
mean! Let them take the mat- 
ter into serious consideration, and 
see if this additional evidence in 
favour of the reality and impor- 
tance of the christian religion is 
not sufficient to perplex and con- 
found them in the principles of 
their vain philosophy; to con- 
vince them of the fallacy of all 
their self flattering schemes to 
extricate their consciences from 
a sense of blame and danger; 
and to influence them to flee for 
refuge from the wrath to come, 
tothe open arms of that God 
and Saviour, who died, that sin- 
ners might live. O  perishing 
sinners, who have hitherto lived 
without prayer, and without God 
in the world, be exhorted from 
this moment to consider your 
ways and turn tothe Lord. If 
you have ever felt the awakening 
operations of the divine spirit, 
take warning from the foregoing 
dying confession. Consider how 
unreasonable and dangerous it is 
to resist the strivings of the Spir- 
it of God. God is calling upon 
you by his word and gospel; by 
mercies and judgments ; by the 
impressive language of dying 
friends ; by the testimony of them 
that are dead, yea, he is calling 
upon you by the sweet promises 
of his grace, and the thundering 
terrors of eternal wrath, to come, 
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to give up your iiearts to Christ, 
and embrace the gospel of salva- 
tion. ‘lhe spirit of God enters 
the door of your understanding, 
and with the most persuasive elo- 
quence declares, * Behold now is 
the aecepted time; behold now 
isthe day of salvation.” If you 
resist, you do it at the peril of 
your souls. O sinners, sinners, 
delay repentance no longer. You 
are on the brink of ruin. You 
are in danger of eternal destruc- 
tion. The thief on the cross, 
found mercy in the hour of death. 
Mr. Jones, we have reason to 
hope, found mercy a day before 
his death after he had resisted the 
special strivings of the divine 
spirit for more than twenty years. 
These instances of divine com- 
passion are encouragements for 
others to seek for mercy even at 
the eleventh hour; but they fur- 
nish no security for one moment’s 
delay. ‘Thousands have been cut 
off in their delays of repentance, 
and have sealed their eternal de- 
struction by the rejection of of- 
fered mercy. Like Abel of old, 
Mr. Jones, though ‘dead, yet 
speaketh,” and his language to 
the living is “ prepare to meet thy 
God.” If sinners slight this evi- 
dence and warning, let them 
** Beware lest that come upon 
them which is spaken of in the 
prophets, Behold ye despisers, 
and wonder and perish: for I 
work a work in your days, a 
work which you shall in no wise 
believe, though a man, a dying 
man, declare it unto you.” Let 
every car: ‘ess impenitent sinner 
fear and tremble, and “let him 
return unto the Lord who wiil 
have mercy on him, and to our 
God for he will. abundantly par- 
doa.” 
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That the foregoing Narrative 
may be conducive to the promo. 
tion of the Redeemer’s king 
dom, by comforting the hearts 
and strengthening the hands of 
the people of God; and by ex- 
citing perishing sinners to em- 
brace the Lord Jesus as the on- 
ly foundation of pardon, peace, 


and eternal salvation, is the pray- 
er of the publick’s devoted ser- 
vant in the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
LespBeus ARMSTRONG, 
Pastor of ihe Congregational 
Church in Moreau, -Saratoga 
Cound y, a a, 
May 4th 1813. 
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ON IDOLATRY. 


From the concurrent testimo- 
ny of history ancient and mod- 
ern, we learn, that there is no 
Species of transgression, to which 
mankind unenlightened by divine 
revelation, are more prone, than 
to idolatry. As soon as the hu- 
man family began to decline from 
the spirit of vital religion, they 
began to form idols, and to bow 
down before them. This prac- 
tice has prevailed in all ages, 
and in all parts of the world, ex- 
cepting so far as it has been ex- 
ploded by the light of revelation. 
Even the Jews, favored as they 
were with the knowledge of the 
true God, and of the right form 
of worship, were continually re- 
lapsing into this offence, and it 
required a grievous captivity, of 
seventy years continuance, to 
wean them completely from it. 

The manner, in which idolatry 
was anciently practicet!, seems to 
have been by performing acts of 
religious worship before the sun, 
moon, Stars, or some image form. 
ed in the likeness of a man, or of 
some other animated creature. 


These sensible objects were con- 
sidered as representatives of an 
invisible deity, or rather as the 
body, in which some deity, as an 
invisible soul, resided; For we 
can hardly suppose, that any per- 
son could have been so stupid, 
as to have imagined that an im- 
age composed of mere senceless 
matter, formed by the hand of 


man, and incapable +; moving 
itself, should be the God on whom 
he was dependant. it js proba- 
ble, therefore, that the deity, re- 
ally worshipped, was aiways cons 


sidered as invisible, but present 
in some peculiar manner in the 
image representing it. The sun, 
moon and stars, were probably 
the first objects of idolatrous 
worship, and were worshipped in 
the open air, under trees, in 
groves and other places calcu- 
lated to inspire serious and de- 
votional feelings. Bui as these 
heavenly luminaries were not al- 
w.ys to be seen, images, 1 pro- 
cess of time, were invented. and, 
for the sake of greater conven- 
lence, were placed in temples 
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consecrated to the worship of 
such gods, as the images repre- 
sented. Though these images 
were by no means so resplendent 
and useful as those heavenly 
lights, still, in consequence of 
being always accessible, they 
seem to have supplanted them in 
the religious veneration of the 
greater part of mankind. When 
the Israelites went first into the 
land of Canaan, idolatry seems 
not to have reached its last stage. 
Images, indeed, were in use, but 
there is no account of temples. 
It was not long, however, before 
convenience suggested the use of 
temples, and idolatry arrived at 
that stage, in which it continued 
over the greater part, probably, 
of the civilized world, until the 
completion of the sacred canon. 

From the many testimonies, 
which the Spirit of inspiration 
has borne against idolatry, we 
may easily conclude, that there 
is no kind of transgression more 
offensive to God than this. The 
numerous prohibitions and de- 
nunciations against it, which are 
scattered over every part of the 
sacred volume, together with the 
many judgments, there recorded 
as having fallen on idolaters, 
will forever remain aS so many 
solemn teStimonies, that God is 
exceedingly displeased with every 
one, who ‘changes the glory 
of the incorruptible God, into an 
image made like to any corrupti- 
ble” creature. In his view idol- 
atry evidently stands foremost 
among the numerous sins, to 
which depraved nature is perpet- 
ually inclined. 

The practice of worshipping 
idols having for many ages been 
exploded from among our ances- 
tors, as surprisingly senseless, we 


ZE 


are ready often to bless ourselves, 
in our own imaginations, as tho’ 
we were free from the charge of 
idolatry. Having laid aside the 
image—the outward form, we 
take it for granted, that we have 
laid aside the crime. And on 
this subject we are apt to feel, 
much as Micah felt, when he 
said, ** Now know I that the Lord 
will do me good, seeing I have 
a Levite to my priest.” 

It is possible, however, that a 

candid and scriptural inguiry into 
this subject, may convince Us, 
that idolatry is not necessarily 
connected with the use of ima- 
ges. Perhaps we may find, that, 
though the image has been laid 
aside, the practice is notwith- 
standing retained, and we may 
possibly find it not lurking alto- 
gether in secret places, but show. 
ing itself openly, and in more 
forms than we should at first sus- 
pect. 
To prepare the way for acor- 
rect application of this subject, 
it will be necessary to enquire, in 
the first place, why idolatry, as 
anciently practiced, should be so 
offensive to God, or wherein the 
real evil of this crime consists? 
[I answer, 

1. It does not consist in mak- 
ing use of an image simply, as a 
representative of God, cr for the 
purpose of suggesting to the mind 
the idea of a present Deity. As 
God is a spirit not perceptible by 
any of our bodily senses, it is of 
course by means of sensible rep- 
resentations, that the idea of his 
existence is suggested to usatall. 
And we can seeno reason, why 
there should be any more harm 
in using, for this purpose, one 
object of sense rather than anoth- 
er. In the scriptures, a ceitain 
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combination of letters is used to 
sugest the idea of God, and we 
can see no reason why, if the fig- 
ure of the sun, or of 4 man, or 
of any thing else, had been used 
instead of letters, it should have 
been any more objectionable, pro- 
vided it were no more liable to 
be misunderstood. In conversa- 
tion, a certain sound suggests 
the idea of God through the me- 
dium of the ear, and why this 
should be any better than to sug- 
gest it through the medium of 
the eye by means of a figure of 
any for;n whatever, we cannot 
conceive. Tf the image of Baal 
or the sun suggested to their re- 
spective worshippers the same as- 
sembiage of divine attributes, 
that were intended to be suggest- 
ed to the Israelites by the name 
of Jehovah, and if, in presence 
of these objects, their minds were 
prostrated before such a God in 
humble adoration, we can see no 
reason, why they should not be 
accounted worshippers of the true 
God. Surely there can be no- 
thing bad in mere shape. And 
of course be the shape what it 
may, if it suggest to the minda 
just idea of God, and nothing 
else, there can be no harm in using 
tt. Nor, 

2. Does the evil of image-wor- 
ship consist, in any superstitious 
ceremonies, gestures, or postures 
of thebody. It is an undoubted 
fact, that idolaters did make use 
of many superstitious practices, 
some of which were senseless, 
some barbarous, and some horri- 
bly cruel. These, however, were 
not necessarily connected with 
the worship of images. Every 
ceremony, different from what 
was prescribed by Moses, might 
have been laid aside, and the im- 
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age retained. But it dées not 
appear, that this would have 
rendered the worship of images 
unexceptionable. It was not on 
account of the senseless and bar- 
barous mode of worship made 
use of, that idolatry was con- 
demned. It was the image, and 
not the ceremony, that was found 
fault with. Hence, 

3. The real evil of image-wor- 
ship consists in this, that wrong 
and dishonorable ideas of God 
are invariably suggested to the 
mind by images, so that those, 
who worship God through such 
a medium are necessarily led to 
pay divme honors, not to the true 
God, but to a god, that has no 
existence, except in imagination. 
To see, therefore, in what the real 
evil gf ‘idolatry consists, we must 
enquire, what wrong ideas of 
God were invariably suggested 
by the image. 

It is an undeniable fact, that 
idolaters never believed any of 
the deities, which they worship- 
ped, to: be holy, in that perfect 
sense, in which God is holy. 
Nor indeed did they believe them 
to be entirely free from what they 
themselves considered as moral 
blemishes. So that in this respect, 
they have invariably worshipped 
as God, an imagination utterly 
unworthy of bearing so sacred a 
name; and, in so doing, have 
very greatly dishonored the true 
God. Though this fact is unde- 
niable, still we do not discern any 
necessary connection between 
such unworthy ideas and the use 
of an image. Why an image 
might not suggest the idea of 
perfect moral rectitude as well as 
a sound, or a certain combination 
of letters, we are utterly unable 


to say, Weconclude, therefore, 
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that it was fot on account of un- 
worthy ideas of the moral attri- 
butes of God with which the 
image was associated, that its 
use gave offence; Because, for 
ought that we can see, this might 
have been corrected, and the im- 
age still retained. 

The enquiry then returns, 
what wrong ideas did images in- 
variably suggest? The most ob- 
vious thing to observe, in answer, 
is this, that an image would very 
naturally and perhaps invariably 
suggest ideas inconsistent with 
the omnipresence of God: for, 
it would naturally occur to the 
mind of every worshipper, that 
the image bore some resemblance 
to the deity represented by it. 
It would of course suggest the 
idea of shape as one attribute of 
God, an idea utterly inconsistent 
with his being every where pres- 
ent. For if God be every where, 
in every part of the universe, 
and as much in one place as an- 
other, it is evident that shape is 
not attributable to him, because 
the universe is unbounded. It 
seems, therefore, that in making 
use of images, idolaters would 
naturally and perhaps invariably, 
think of God, not as being every 
where present, but as having 
his residence in some particular 
part of the universe, while of 
other parts it might be said, He 
is not there. ‘The correctgess of 
this opinion is fully conmérmed 
by what seems to have been 
the universal belief of idolaters, 
that the deity, like an invisible 
soul, delighted to inhabit the im- 
age, in the same manner as the 
soul of man does the body: for 
had they believed, that God 
was constantly every where, the 
idea of his sometimes inhabiting 


an image and sometimes not, 
never could have occurred. It 
may be added, also, that, in re- 
proving idolaters, God repeated- 
ly brings into view his omnipres- 
ence, saying, “ Donot I fill all 
things ;” making it evident that 
idolaters did not believe their 
gods to possess this attribute. IT 
conclude therefore, that the lead- 
ing idea of a dishonorable kind, 
which the use of images invari- 
ably suggested concerning Ged, 
was this, that like creatures he 
was confined within certain lim- 
its, and occupied by his pres. 
ence, but a part of the great 
universe, 

Connected with this seems to 
have been an idea of limited 
power: for though it may possi- 
bly be said, that Deity can act 
where he is nof, still it is not at 
all probable, that such an idea 
would have occurred to the mind 
of an ignorant idolater. He 
would naturaily think, that, if 
God occupied by his presence 
but a part of space, the sphere 
of his operation would not. er- 
tend much further. He would 
be hardly able to conceive, how 
it should be possible for auch 2 
God to uphoid and govern ail 
things continually by almighty 
power. Indeed it may be add- 
ed, that ds far as we car collect 
the ideas of ancient idolaters, 
from such of their writings as 
have come down to u3, it does 
not appear that they ever con- 
ceived of a power, that might 
be called strictly almighty. 

{rn a similar manner knowledge 
in deity, would be considered as 
limited, and thus, by the use of 
an image as a representative of 
God, such an idea would be forn:. 
ed of him as robs him comp!'eic- 
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ly of all those essential attri- 
butes, in which his greatness con- 
sists. Thus in the view of his 
worshippers he would be brought 
down within that sphere, which 
is occupied by creatures. And 
should we admit that the idea of 
the most absolute moral perfec- 
tion might be associated with 
this view of the divine nature, 
(though, by the way, there is no 
evidence that it ever was) even 
this would not constitute him a 
proper object of religious wor- 
ship ; because after all, he would 
not be sufficiently great to have 
a right to the homage of the 
whole heart, nor sufficiently pow- 
erful and knowing to lay claim 
to entire confidence. 

Thus we see how the idolater, 
by means of his image, was na- 
turaily, and perhaps necessarily, 
led to worship as God, a being 
no greater, and no more deserv- 
ing of religious homage than are 
some of his creatures. For this 
reason the use of images, in di- 
vine worship, has always been, 
and always will be, extremely of- 
fensive to that God, who is jeal- 
ous for the honor of his own 
great name. 

As a consequence of this di- 
minutive view of the divine na- 
ture, a belief in a plurality of 
gods very naturally followed : 
for if one god does not fill all 
space, some portion of it will be 
left to be filled by another. And 
pethaps there never was an idol- 
ater, who did not believe in more 
gods than one. ‘This being ad- 
mitted, the idea of propagation 
would follow next in the train: 
for when the idolater observed, 
that human nature is propaga- 
ted, that fathers beget, and chil- 
¢ren ere begotten, it would not 
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be very unnatural for him to 
conclude, that the divine nature, 
limited as itis like that of man, 
might in a similar manner be 
propagated also. And as far as 
we know, this idea has actually 
prevailed wherever idolatry has 
been practised. It may, there- 
fore, be said to the idolater with 
the strictest truth, ‘ Fhou thought- 
est, that God was altogether such 
an one as thyself.’ 

Having shown, as I hope sat- 
isfactorily, wherein the real evil 
of idolatry, as anciently practic- 
ed, consisted, the way is prepared 
to perceive the propriety of the 
following consequences. 

1. In all cases, in which we 
entertain too low and dishonora- 
ble ideas of those attributes, in 
which the greatness of God con- 
sists, we fall into the same fault, 
and are as really idolaters as 
were the worshippers of images 
in ancienttimes. If we believe, 
that God is not every where 
present, that his power is not suf- 
ficient to uphold and govern all 
things continually, or that his 
knowledge does not embrace all 
things past present and future ; 
if we believe, that he is so con- 
fined to one part of space as to 
leave room for the existence of 
alates or that the divine nature 
may be propagated, like the hu- 
man, it is not seen, how we dif- 
fer, in. reality, from those, who 
anciegtly worshipped the images 
of Baal, Jupiter or Minerva, Our 
ideas, itis true, may not be quite 
sO gross, nor quite so dishonora- 
ble to the divine character, but 
still they are of the same stamp, 
and of course as really dishonora- 
ble, though not to the same de- 
gree. Although, therefore, we 
have laid aside the image, it is 
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much to be feared, that the very 
essence of idolatry is still retain- 
ed, and even cherished by some, 
who profess to be worshippers 
of one God, and one only. 

2. In all cases, in which any 
thing is loved in preference to 
God, idolatry -is practised: for 
the divine character is proposed 
to the heart, as well as to the un- 
derstanding, to be judged of; 
and, while the understanding de- 
clares, that it is absolutely per- 
fect, the heart, to be in corres- 
pondence, ought to declare, that 
itis supremely lovely. In this 
consists the very essence of that 
worship, which is due to God. 
If, then, the heart, instead of be- 
ing given to God, is given to 
something else, the homage that 
is due to him only, is transferred 
to another, and thus we become 
worshippers of that which is no 
god, as much as if we worship- 
ped an image made byman. In 
this way it is to be feared, that 
most of us are setting up our 
idols in our hearts. We love the 
world, and the things that are 
in the world, more than we love 
the God who made it. We can 
discern, in a polluted worm of 
the dust, more beauty, than we 
can see in him, in whose presence 
even the heavens are not clean. 
We are sometimes almost ravish- 
ed with that assemblage of use- 
ful attributes, which belong to 
some fellow mortal, and, at the 
same time, behold with unfeel- 
ing indifference, that perfection, 
which is found in him, who 
charges even his angels with 
folly. Thus, though in our mind, 
we may conceive of God as he re- 
ally is, in our hearts we deny him. 
' 3. In all cases, in which we 
put trust in any thing without ul- 


timately relying on God, we are 
practicing idolatry : for it belongs 
toan omnipresent, almighty God 
to govern all the works of his 
hands, and to ‘uperintend the 
taking place of every event. In 
this light he 1s always represent- 
ed in scripture ; for we are thtre 
taught, that not a sparrow falls 
to the ground without him, and 
that even the hairs of our heads 
are allnumbered. If this repre- 
sentation be true, all our depend- 
ance is ultimately on him, and on 
hit should be all our reliance. 
If then, in any case, we rely on 
any thing short of the hand of 
Divine Providence, we, in that 
case, take from God that which 
belongs to him, and give it to 
something else. If this thought 
were pursued in its full extent, it 
would detect a multitude of 
idolatries. Wesometimes make 
use of means to accomplish an 
end, and rely on them, not con- 
sideriug, that their efficacy is 
entirely of God. We speak of 


certain events as being brought 


about by fortune, chance or luck, . 


though we have no thought, that 
these words mean the same as 
Divine Providence. Various 
methods of coming at a knowl- 
edge of future events, such as 
the different modes of fortune- 
telling, applications to persons 
called wizzards and the like are 
used, but we have no idea, that 
we are applying to God, who 
alone can give us a knowledge 
of futurity. Thusin many cases, 
there is reason to fear, that our 
confidence rests in something 
short of its proper object, and 
that we are living in the practice 
of very gross idolatry. 

From the preceding observa- 
tions it follows, that we are prob. 
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ably not so far removed from 
ancient idolatry, as we may have 
been ready toimagine. Though 
the light, under which we live, 
tolerates no image, and no adora- 
tion paid to the sun, as though 
that was God; still we can see 
very clear evidence, that the es- 
sence of ancient idolatry is still 
subsisting amongst us. Nor is 
it confined to some obscure re- 
treat; it comes forward into no- 
tice almost every where, infects 
all classes, and is even discovera- 
ble in some, who sustain a bigh 
character for piety and discern 
ment. Have we not then cause 
for deep humiliation and trem- 
bling? Will not a jealous God 
be avenged on such a people as 
this? Let us reflect on the wuni- 
form abhorrence, which God has 
expressed at every idolatrous de- 
basement of the divine charaeter ; 
on the judgments, which were al 
ways inflicted on the posterity of 
Jacob, whenever they fell into 
this sin; and above all, on the 
utter exteriniuation, to which the 
idolatrous Canaanites were devot- 
ed, typical, no doubt, of the final 
and everlasting destruction of a 
future world, and then say, 
whether there is not reason to 
mourn and fear. Let us fix our 
eyes steadily on the religious fea- 
tures of the times, and endeavour 
to ascertain their real character. 
Let us seriously enquire after 
the path of duty, and having dis- 
covered it, let us set forward with 
resolution, determined to do all 
in our power, to destroy every 
vestige of so offensive a sin. 
From the view which has been 
taken of this subject, it will be 
perceived, that, so far as the un- 
derstanding is concerned, idola- 
try is a sin, which admits of va- 


rious degrees. It may commence 
with a very small departure from 
the worship of the true God, and 
increase by regular gradations, 
until the worship of ten thousand 
invisible deities is introduced ;— 
deities of every character, and 
worshipped with the most sense- 
less and abominable ceremonies. 
It may possibly be here asked, 
whether every degree of dela. 
try is incensistent with worship- 
ping the true Grd, in spirit and 
in truth; and if not, where is 
the line to be drawn, beyond 
which none can go without being 
excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven ?—If this question be pro- 
posed for the purpose of ascer- 
taining our bounds, or, how far 
we may go without being turned 
over to the enemy of sofls, it is 
of no consequence, that it should 
be answered at all. It is suffi- 
cient for us to know that God 
abhors every degree of idolatry, 
and that not one step can be ta- 
ken in it without danger. But 
if the question be proposed as a 
case of conscience for the relief 
of tender minds, which are troub- 
led on account of having been 
drawn into this sin, or as a ques- 
tion of discipline, that churches 
may know on what rule they 
ought to proceed in the admis- 
sion or exclusion of members, it 
is highly important that a di- 
rect and precise answer should 
be given. I shall not undertake 
to enter very freely into a dis- 
cussion of this point. A few 
hasty thoughts only will be sug- 
gested. Perhaps it is not pos:i- 
ble in the nature of things to 
draw any precise line, and say, 
Thus far thou mayest go without 
excluding thyself from the king- 
dom of heaven, but no farther. 
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It is the heart, that decides the 
moral character of the man, and 
of course it is the Jove, rather 
than the Jelief of a false God, 
that is inconsistent with worship- 
ping the Lord, in spirit and in 
truth. If then any one falls in- 
to idolatry because he is opposed 
to the true character of God, or 
because it gratifies his pride to 
bring that character nearer toa 
level with his own, we may con- 
clude, though his departure from 
the truth should not be very. gross 
that he is in the practice of such 
idolatry, as, if not repented of, 
will exclude him forever from 
the kingdom of heaven. But, if 
he has fallen into this sin, through 
ignorance, education, or the in- 
fluence of those, in whom he 
puts toe much confidence, tho’ 
he may have gone much further, 
it may still be hoped, that he ts 
a child of God. Onthis point, 
therefore, the enquiry, in any 
given.case, should not be so much, 
How far are the sentiments in 
question of an idolatrous descrip- 
tion, as, Why were they embra- 
ced? Let this destinction be kept 
in mind, and it will be no more 
difficult to form a decisive jadg.- 
ment on the subject of practical 
idolatry, than on many other cas. 
es of conscience or discipline. 
To decide on the feelings or mo- 
tives which govern the mind, is 
frequently difficult ; but not more 
so in cases, which come within 
the bounds of idolatry, than in 
many others which come within 
the more general description of 
false doctrine. To all these 
cases the same rules are applica- 
ble, and, with the same knowl- 
edge of truth, and of true reli- 
gion, and the same candor and 
fidelity, one may be determined 


as easily as another. It would 
doubtless be duing a service to 
the friends of practical godliness 
to pursue this subject in the di- 
rection now pointed out, and in- 
vestigate thoroughly the. rules, 
by which this, and all other sim- 
ilar cases, are to be decided ; but 
for such a work, the writer is not 
as yet prepared, CLEMENT. 
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EXPOSITION OF REV. XX. 14 


And death and hell were casi into 
the lake of fire. 


- . * 
Various constructions have 


been given to this passage. The 
true one is doubtless important. 
Some have consideréd these 
words as a prediction of the totai 
abolition of death and hell ; and 
have quoted them to prove the 
universal salvation of mankind. 
The term hell, as here used, they 
have represented as designating 
the place of the damned, and 
the term death as the sin of the 
sinner in the abstract. Death 
and hell, in this sense, they have 
supposed, will be cast into the 
lake of fire, and thus be burnt 
up and destroyed or abolished 
from existence ; so that all man- 
kind will, personally, make their 
escape, and be saved with an ev- 
erlasting salvation. 

It will not be necessary to en- 
large upon the impropriety of 
the supposition, that the place of 
the damned, and sin in the ab- 
stract, will be cast into the lake 
of fire. Such an absurdity is 
too obvious to need refutation. 
Whatever may be the true mean- 
ing of the scriptures in general, 
or of this patsage in particular, 
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ably not so far removed from 
ancient idolatry, as we may have 
been ready toimagine. Though 
the light, under which we live, 
tolerates no image, and no adora- 
tion paid to the sun, as though 
that was God; still we can see 
very clear evidence, that the es- 
sence of ancient idolatry is still 
subsisting amongst us. Nor ‘is 
it confined to some obscure re- 
treat; it comes forward into no- 
tice almost every where, infects 
all classes, and is even discovera- 
ble in some, who sustain a high 
character for piety and discern, 
ment. Have we not then cause 
for deep humiliation and trem- 
bling? Will not a jealous God 
be avenged on such a people as 
this? Let us reflect on the uni- 
form abhorrence, which God has 
expressed at every idolatrous de- 
basement of the divine charaeter ; 
on the judgments, which were al- 
ways inflicted on the posterity of 
Jacob, whenever they fell into 
this sin; and above all, on the 
utter extermination, to which the 
idolatrous Canaanites were devot- 
ed, typical, no doubt, of the final 
and everlasting destruction of a 
future world, and then say, 
whether there is not reason to 
mourn and fear. Let us fix our 
eyes steadily on the religious fea- 
tures of the times, and endeavour 
to ascertain their real character. 
Let us seriously enquire after 
the path of duty, and having dis- 
eovered it, let us set forward with 
resolution, determined to do all 
in our power, to destroy every 
vestige of so offensive a Sin. 
From the view which has been 
taken of this subject, it will be 
perceived, that, sofar as the un- 
derstanding is concerned, tdola- 
try is a sin, which admits of va- 


rious degrees. It may commence 
with a very small departure from 
the worship of the true God, and 
increase by regular gradations, 
until the worship of ten thousand 
invisible deities is introduced ;— 
deities of every character, and 
worshipped with the most sense- 
less and abominable ceremonies. 
It may possibly be here asked, 
whether every degree of idola- 
try is incensistent with worship- 
ping the true Grd, in spirit and 
in truth; and if not, where is 
the line to be drawn, beyond 
which none can go without being 
excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven ?—If this question be pro- 
posed for the purpose of ascer- 
taining our bounds, or, how far 
we may go without being turned 
over to the enemy of soals, it is 
of no consequence, that it should 
be answered at all. It is suff- 
cient for us to know that God 
abhors every degree of idolatry, 
and that not one step can be ta- 
ken in it without danger. But 
if the question be proposed as a 
case of conscience for the relief 
of tender minds, which are troub- 
led on account of having been 
drawn into this sin, or as a ques- 
tion of discipline, that churches 
may know on what rule they 
ought to proceed in the admis- 
sion or exclusion of members, it 
is highly important that a di- 
rect and precise answer should 
be given. I shall not undertake 
to enter very freely into a dis- 
cussion of this point. A few 
hasty thoughts only will be sug- 
gested. Perhaps it is not posti- 
ble in the nature of things to 
draw any precise line, and say, 
Thus far thou mayest go without 
excluding thyself from the king- 
dom of heaven, but no further. 
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It is the heart, that decides the 
moral character of the man, and 
of course it is the Jove, rather 
than the Jelief of a false God, 
that is inconsistent with worship- 
ping the Lord, in spirit and in 
truth. If then any one falls in- 
to idolatry because he is opposed 
to the true character of God, or 
because it gratifies his pride to 
bring that character nearer toa 
level with his own, we may con- 
clude, though his departure from 
the truth should not be very. gross 
that he is in the practice of such 
idalatry, as, if not repented of, 
will exclude him forever from 
the kingdom of heaven. But, if 
he has fallen into this sin, through 
ignorance, education, or the in- 
fluence of those, in whom he 
puts toe much confidence, tho’ 
he may have gone much further, 
it may still be hoped, that he ts 
achild of God. Onthis point, 
therefore, the enquiry, in any 
given.cate, should not be so much, 
How far are the sentiments in 
question of an idolatrous descrip- 
tion, as, Why were they embra- 
ced? Let this destinction be kept 
in mind, and it will be no more 
difficult to form a decisive judg. 
ment on the subject of practical 
idolatry, than on many other cas. 
es of conscience or discipline. 
To decide on the feelings or mo- 
tives which govern the mind, is 
frequently difficult ; but not more 
so in cases, which come within 
the bounds of idolatry, than in 
many others which come within 
the more general description of 
false doctrine. To all thee 
cases the same rules are applica- 
ble, and, with the same knowl- 
edge of truth, and of true reli- 
gion, and the same candor and 
fidelity, one may be determined 
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as easily as another. It would 
doubtless be duing a service to 
the friends of practical godliness 
to pursue this subject in the di- 
rection now pointed out, and in- 
vestigate thoroughly the. rules, 
by which this, and all other sim- 
ilar cases, are to be decided ; but 
for such a work, the writer is not 
a3 yet prepared, CLEMENT. 
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EXPOSITION OF REV. Xx. 14. 


And death and hell were casi inio 
the lake of fire. 


Various constructions have 
been given to this passage. The 
true one is doubtless important. 
Some have consideréd these 
words as a prediction of the total 
abolition of death and hell; and 
have quoted them to prove the 
universal salvation of mankind. 
The term hell, as here used, they 
have represented as designating 
the place of the damned, and 
the term death as the sin of the 
Sinner in the abstract. Death 
and hell, in this sense, they have 
supposed, will be cast into the 
lake of fire, and thus be burnt 
up and. destroyed or ‘ abolished 
from. existence ; so that all man- 
kind will, personally, make their 
escape, and be saved with an ev- 
erlasting salvation. 

It will not be necessary to en- 
large ppon the impropriety of 
the supposition, that the place of 
the damned, and sinin the ab- 
stract, willbe cast into the lake 
of fire. Such an absurdity is 
too obvious to need refutation. 
Whatever may be the true mean- 
ing of the scriptures in general, 
or of this patsage in particular, 





















we must conclude, it is at least 
agreeable to common fense. 
The just construction of the 
words under consideration, de- 
pends on the import of the phrase 
death and hell. That death is 
sometimes used in scripture as 
synonymous with moral evil, and 
hell as synonymous with the 
place of the damned, is undoubt- 
edly the case. But that this is 
their meaning in this passage, 
there does not appear to be suf- 
ficient evidence. Death end hell, 
in the last great day, are to be 
cast into the lake of fire. But 
how is it possible, that this should 
“be the case with the place of the 
damned, and with sin in the ab- 
stract? Viewing such an absurd- 
ity as impossible, it becomes ne- 
cessary, that we should look for 
a different meaning to the phrase. 
This phrase, it is apprehend- 
ed, like many others in scripture, 
may have a duplicate significa- 
tion. IJtis not unusual either in 
Scripture, or in human language, 
for names to signify, as occasion 
may require, either places or in- 
habitants, Zion, for instance, 
sometimes means the place, and 
sometimes the inhabitants of the 
place, where David resided, and 
exercised his regal authority. 
The name Jerusalem, as used in 
the word of God, often signifies 
a place; but it more frequently 
means.the inhabitants. It has 
been co much ured in the latter 
sense as to become synonymous 
with the church. The word 
city, in scripture, and in common 
language, as often signifies the 
people as the place. ‘The names 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Egypt, Tyre, 
Babylon, and innumerable 
others, are used with a like du- 
plicate signification. It is not 
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only so in the Bible, but in lan. 
guage that is spoken every day 
by all classes of people. We 
say, for instance, that America 
was discovered by Columbus, 
meaning the western continent. 
It is said also, that America is at 
war with Great Britain, meaning 
the inhabitants of the United 
States. Speaking in the same 
sense, it is said, that the United 
States have a president, Great 
Britain has a king, and France 
an emperor. Meaning a place, 
it is said, Vermont is bounded 
north by Lower Canada, east 
by Connecticut river, south by 
Massachusetts, and west by New- 
York. But meaning the inhab- 
itants, we say, Vermont has an 
excellent constitution ; Vermont 
has good Jaws, in general; the 
state would be happy and very 
prosperous, if her laws were uni- 
versally obeyed, and judiciously 
executed. Montpelier, we say, 
has settled a gospel minister. 
Marlborough is deprived of an 
excellent minister of the Lord 
Jesus by the prevailing epidem- 
ic. This is also the case with 
Rupert. By the death of these 
two divines, Vermont has sustain- 
eda great loss. What is more 
frequent than language thus us- 
ed? What difficulty or impropri- 
ety would attend the idea, that 
the term hell, in the passage un- 
der consideration, means the in- 
habitants of the infernal regions ? 
Thus understood, it is perfectly 
natural and easy to see what is 
intended by the representation, 
that hell will be cast into the 
lake of fire. Death may desig- 
nate their moral character; but 
notin the abstract: for death 
and hell are both to be cast in- 
to the lake of fire. Death is not 
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to be sent away alone; but the 
inhabitants of hell, with their 
abominable characters, are to be 
consigned, in the last great day, 
to everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels. If this 
be the import of the passage, 
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support of universal salvation. 


It is a poor text to vindicate that 
doctrine, which proves directly 
against it. Let’every one take 
heed how he handles the word of 
God. Search the scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have eter- 


(and I believe it is) how unskil- nal life, PracorDITeER. 
fully it has been quoted for the 
LOL 


Miscellany. 


ON THE CAUSES OF INTEMPER- 
ANCE. 


No. IV. 


Aut the sickness, and waste, 
and poverty, and woe, that ar- 
dent spirits produce, may be tra- 
ced to one general cause; viz. 
the deep and desperate depravity 
of the human heart. If the 
heart were right, every thing 
else would be right. If men 
were holy,as Adam was in his 
primitive state, they would ab- 
hor every species, and every de- 
gree of excess. Every good and 
perfect gift would be thankfully 
received, and temperately enjoy- 
ed. Not atever would be kin- 
dled by strong drink. Not a 
pang would be excited, not a 
mind would be clouded, enervat- 
ed, or distracted by its abuse. 
Not a husband, wife, son, broth- 
er, or friend, woyld yield to its 
power. Not atrophy would it 
obtain on earth. Not a soul 
would it plunge into hell. 

It is becau:e men are dreadful- 
ly depraved, that they will drink 
to excess. it is owing to the 


2¥F 


powerful ascendency, usurped 
by their appetites, that so many 
voluntarily resign themselves up 
to the cruel dominion of ardent 
spirits, in spite of all the warn 
ings and instructions of Scripture, 
the stings of conscience, the strug- 
glings of natural affection, the 
tears and agonies and remonstran- 
ces of friends, the loss of health, 
the swift approaches of poverty, 
the presages of death, and the 
terror of future retribution. 
But to be more particular ; 

1. Many parents by their ex- 
ample, and many more by their 
neglect, contribute largely to ex- 
tend and perpetuate the evils of 
intemperance. Those of the first 
class drink to excess themselves, 
They must have their morning 
bitters, and their eleven o’clock 
dram, and their afternoon sling, 
and as much more liquor, as will 
make them merry, or ¢ross, or 
foolish, or completely drunk. 
The childgen. stand by and. look 
on. At. first they sip and. leathe 
the poison presented ta their lips 
by a parent’s hand. But as the 

lass moves daily and briskly 
round the family circle, they 
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gradually leara to follow the ex- 
ample that is setthem. How 
many parents, (it harrows my 
soul to think of it,) but how ma- 
ny thousand parents, thus initiate 
their own offspring into all the 
ahominations of drinking. And 
how many children are in this 
way ruined for time and eterni- 
ty! “1 have once,” says Dr. 
Rush, “known drunkenness de- 
scend from a father to four, out 
of five, of his children.”? Now 
who can conceive of a more hor- 
rible picture, than a school of in- 
temperance kept by a parent in 
his own house? Who would not 
shudder to seea father leading 
his children into a den of serpents, 
or into a hospital green with the 
plague ; or inviting them to fol- 
Jow him over a precipice ; or of: 
fering them ratsbane: or per- 
suading them to drink melted ore, 
at the mouth of a furnace ? Such 
cold blooded barbarity would be 
regarded with universal abhor- 
rence, and consign the’ name of 
its author to everlasting infamy. 
What then shall we say of a par- 
ent, who lends the whole force 
of his example to make his chil- 
dren sots, beggars, and maniacs ; 
a loathsome burden upon Society 
here, and vessels of wrath fitted for 
desiruction hereafter ? 

But this, though the worst, is 
not the only way, in which par. 
ents may incur the guilt of ex- 
tending the mischiefs of intempe- 
rance. They may do it indirect- 
ly, that is, by their neglect of fam- 
ily religion and family govern: 
ment. I cannot possidly doubt, 
that if due pains were taken to 


impress on the minds of children, | 


at a very early period, an abhor- 
rence of drunkards and of hard 
drinking, in all its forms, many 


might in this way be a from 
shame and perdition. , after 
the example of the "pion Mrs 
and mothers of New England, 
parents would panversells and 
diligently instrust their children,in 
respect to the great principles and 
duties of religion; if they would 
urge upon them the immense 
importance of governing all their 

passions and appetites; if they 
would daily pray with and for 
them; in one word, if they 
would Wo every thing in their 
power, to bring them up in the nur 
ture and admonition of the Lords 
multitudes, who, for want of 
euch discipline and instruction, 
are overcome and ruined by temp- 
tation, would make very useful, 
and respectable members of soci- 
ety. 

But alas! how many children 
make themselves vile, and their pa 
rents restrain them not. How ma- 
ny fathers and mothers, in this 
Christian land, leave their sons 
and daughters to grow up al- 
most as ignorant of God and du- 
ty, as if they were -total stran- 
gers to the Bible. How many 
young men, while under the pa- 
ternal roof, and during that crit- 
ical period when the vigilance of 
parents should be doubled, are 
permitted to associate with the 
dissolute and unprincipled; toa 
loiter about taverns and dram- 
shops, and to contract habits of 
idleness and tippling, which are 
the sure presages of approaching 
ruin. These things are a /amen- 
tation, and shall be for a lamentation. 

2. People often learn to drink, 
first moderately, and then to ex- 
cess, by using spirits as a medi- 
cine. ‘Persons out of health,” 
says Dr. Rush, ‘‘ especially those 
who are afflicted with diseases 
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of the stomach and bowels, are 
very apt to seek relief from ar- 
dent spirits. Let such people be 
cautious, haw they make use of 
this dangerous remedy. I have 
known many men and women of 
excellent characters and princi- 
ples, who have been betrayed, 
by occasional doses of gin and 
brandy, into a love of those li- 
quors, and have afterwagds fall- 
en sacrifices to their fatal effects.” 

3. Domestic trials, hypochoa- 
driacal affections, disappointment 
of wishes, frustrations of plaas, 
loss of property, and the like, 
produce despondency in the minds 
ef many. And instead of seek- 
ing for relief in the consolations 
of religion, where alone perma- 
nent relief can be found, nota 
few of them madly attempt to 


drown their sorrows in the wide 


and troubled sea of intoxication. 
But how many thousand times 
worse is the remedy than the 
disease! It is as if a man should 
set fre to his own house, in or- 
der to divert his mind from the 
loss of six pence ; or pluck out 
both eyes, to rid himself of the 
momentary sight of some pain- 
ful object ; or lie down in a hed 
of glowing embers, to allay the 
heat of a fever. O let those who 
are in trouble, beware of the yawn- 
ing and bottomless pit of intem- 
perance. Let them watch and 
pray, that they enter not into 
temptation. Let them resist the 
devil, and he will flee from them. 

4. ‘To the unfaithfuiness, tim- 
idity, or temporizing policy of in- 
forming officers and magistrates, 
may be traced many of the evils, 
which wedeplore. Had the laws 
been faithfully executed when 
hard drinking began its desola- 


tig career ; had drunkards and 
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tavern hauoters, every where, 
been presented and punished, the 
evil would never have grown to 
its present magnitude ; the flood 
would never have risen, so as to 
overflow all the mounds of decen- 
cy and order. It is confidently 
believed, that thousands who have 
dyed martyrs to intoxicating li- 
quors would have been saved to 
themselves, their friends and their 
country. It is by parleying and 
temporizing, that we are brought 
to the brink of ruin. It is be- 
cause so many of our sentinels 
have slept at their posts, or aban- 
doned them, in the hour of dan- 
ger, that the enemy has nearly 
mastered the camp, and is carry- 
ing on the work of death in eve- 
ry part of it. The truth is, that 
one advantage after another has 
been gained, and concession has 
followed concession, till very lit- 
tle, if any thmg more, remains for 
hard drinkersto demand. They 
stagger unmolested, in the face 
of day, before the houses of our 
magistrates. They lie at the cor- 
ners of our streets, the shame of 
our race and a wonder to the ve- 
ry beasts. ‘The informing officer 
sees it, or is afraid he shall see it, 
and passes by on the other side. 
Thus for want of vigilance and 
energy in the constituted author- 
ities, do the intemperate go on 
with impunity, from year to year, 
ruining themselves, and corrupt- 
ing thousands of others, by their 
influence-and example. 

5. Idieness is another legiti- 
mate parent of intemperance.—. 
An old divine has very forcibly 
remarked, that an “idle man’s 
mind, is the devil’s work shcp.” 
It is not pretended, that every 
idle man becomes a hard drink. 
er; but every such person caps 




































Ng RT 


* ‘ Slt ee a eS ee ee “ 
eter EES EL NS ee eee te se 


a 
bed 


Ny 


rte ee 
eg 
es : — 


et 


ee a ee 


o 
rig 4 
ore 


wy en 
and 


\pewyeer 
4; ei 
+ Ss ; 

R 


A a eA = 
eo 
pty 


Pe a at am Sn OG Ck rN 
ec eer se IM Ke 
ERT E RE Ee Ey ETS ee “3 

































Se 


ee ee or) ern 


a) = 
ey ren RT om 9 I oe ete prin 

















cece lien 








no bes On the Causes of Intemperance. 


ses himself peculiarly to tempta- 
tion, and hard drinking is certain- 
ly one of the vices, into which 
the idle are extremely apt, sooner 
or later, to fall 

6. ‘The countenance which has 
been incautiously and extentive. 
Jy given, in worthy and ¢‘erious 
families, to the free use of ardent 
sprits, has contributed not a little 
to swell the tide that roars around 
us, and fills every thoughtful 
mind with the mo:t painful ap- 
prehensions. Ithas been thought 
an essential part of common ci- 
vility and respect, in many such 
families, to treat company with 
some kind of spirits. This has 
given birth to avast deal of in- 
genuity in. coloring, diluting, 
mixing, and sweetening liquors, 
so as render them in the highest 
degree beautiful and palatable. 
With the kindest intentions in the 
world, the decanter of brandy is 
brought out, or the sparkling 
cordial is handed round the friend- 
ly circle. 

Tn order to show that their hos- 
pitality is real and hearty, the 
master and mistress of the house, 
must drink the health of their 
guests, and each guest, to show 


_ that he is not deficient in polite- 


ness, must return the compli- 
ment. Or if any beg to be ex- 
cused, something, it is presumed, 
must be matter. “ Why Mr. or 
Mrs. ¢r Miss, I am sure you had 
better take the glass. Come, do 
drink alittle at least. I know it 
will do you good. You lookas 
if you needed it. Perhaps you 
don’t like this kind of drink. Let 
ne help you to some thing else. 
What will you take. We have 
brandy, okd spirits, gin, cherry, 
&c.”? 
If it is perceived, that any 
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drink sparingly the first time 
round, they are most commonly 
urged to repeat the draught, m 
some such kind language, as the 
following. ‘Do take a little 
more. You have scarcely tasted 
it. Come I made it on purpose 
for you. You need not be afraid 
of it; it is extremely weak.— 
There is scarcely ‘a spoonful ot 
spirits, jn the whole glass.” "Thus 
the reltictant are not unfrequent- 
ly over persuaded to drink, when 
they would gladly decline. It 
children happen to be present, no 
matter how young, they too must 
receive their part of the disguis- 
ed poison. Ido not mean to say 
that this is excessive drinking : 
but I must think, that in almost 
every case, it is unnecessary, and 
often leads to the most unhappy 
conseguences. 

At the came time, I wish to 
have it distinctly understood, that 
{have the highest respect for ma. 
ny, who have thought it necessa- 
ry to treat their friends as above 
described. I know them to be 
conscientious people ; and have 
the fullest confidence, that if they 
can be convinced it is their duty, 
they will at once discountenance 
the practice. Let them feriously 
look at the tendency. Let them 
consult the records of experience. 
I have paid some attention to the 
subject ; and cannot refrain from 
expressing my firm and solemn 
belief, that by such a use of ar- 
dent spirits as has been mention- 
ed, in tea parties, and other social 
and friendly circles, many per- 
sons have gradually been seduc- 
ed from the path of temperance, 
and have finally been undone.— 
Nor has the mischief stopped 
here. The example thus set in 
high circles, has had a baleful ¢f 
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fect upon multitudes; in the hum- 
ble walks of life. If the rich 
drink, in their social intercourse, 
he poor must drink also; and 
thus, the evils of drinking, are in- 
definitely extended and multipli- 
ed. 
7, Many of our taverns, and 
all cur dram shops, are at once 
causes and effects of much intem- 
perance. Their very existence 
proves, that the thirst for ardent 
spirits is already insatiable ; and 
while they indicate, they greatly 
increase, the mischief. It is not 
meant to deny, that houses of 
public entertainment are neces- 
eary. A home for the stranger 
and the traveller should be pro- 
videdin every town. But sure- 
ly it is not necessary, or safe, to 
have half a dozen taverns in one 
small village. It cannot be safe, 
to make it for the interest of so 
many men, to encourage their 
neighbors in idleness and drink- 
ing. a 

‘On this very subject, the prince 
of moral poets has employed his 
extraordiuary powers, with his 
usual force aud felicity, in the 
fourth book of the Vask; a pret- 
ty long extract from which I 
shall here introduce. 


“* Pass where we may, through city or 
through town, 

Village or hale ‘t of this merry land, 

Tho igh } lean and beggaur’d every twen- 
tieth pace 

Conducts the unguarded ndseto such 
a whiff 

Of stale debauch, forth issuing from 
the styes 

That law has licensed, as makes tem- 
perance reel, 

There sit, invoiv’d and lost in curling 
clot ids 


Oi Indian fume, and guzzling deep, 
ihe boor, 


Che lackey, and the groom : the crafts- 


Lievali there 


Takes a Lethean leave of all his toil ; 

Smith, cobler, joiner, he that plies the 
shears, 

And he that kneads the dough ; all 
loud alike, 

Ail learned, and all drunk ! The fiddle 
screams 

Plaintive and piteous, as it wept and 
wail’d 

Its wasted tones and harmony ur 
heard : 

Fierce the dispute, whate’er the 
theine ; while she, 

Fell discord, arbitress of such debate, 

Perch’d on the sign post, holds wits 
even hand 

Her undecisive scales. In this she 
lays 

A weight of ignorance ; in that, of 
pride ; 

And smiles delighted with the cier- 
nal poise. 

Dire is the frequent curse, and its 
twin sound 

The cheek-distending oath, not tobe 
praised 

As ornamental, musical, polite, 

Like those which modern senators em- 
ploy, 

Whose oath tsrhet’ric, and who swear 
for fame ! 

Behold the schools in which plebeian 
minds, 

Once simple, are initiated in arts, 

Which some taay practice with polit- 
er grace, 

But none with readier skill! ’Tis here 
they learn 

The road that leads, from competence 
and peace 
To indigence and rapine ; till at last, 

Society grown weary of the load, 

Shakes her incumber'd lap, and casts 
them out.” 


As. for those unlicenced grog 
shops, that are every where to be 
met with, 1 know of no language, 
which will express the abhor- 
rence, which they ought to excite 
inevery mind. ‘The waytothem 


is the way to hell, going down to. 


the chambers of death. They 
are the work shops of that great 
enemy who ruleth in the hearts 
of the children of disobedience. If 
every tippling house were a Bas- 
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tile, it would not be a place of 
so much danger, nor the cause of 
so much suffering. Whenever I 
pass by one of them, I can scarce- 
ly help fancying, that I hear the 
cries of a multitude of half naked 
and half starved children issuing 
from its gloomy interior; and 
that I see it filled with the most 
loathsome and painful diseases ; 
with mortgages, and constables, 
and auctioneers and beggars, and 
idiots, and maniacs, and murder- 
ers, and prison grates, and strait 
jackets, and gallowses, and cof- 
fins! I believe, that at least three 
fourths of the places, in this coun- 
try, where liquors are sold by the 
gill or half gill, are fountains of 
corruption, whence flow in every 
direction, streams not to fertalize 
and cheer, but to curse the land 
with barrenness and death. 

8. Many of the evils of intem- 
perance may be distinctly traced 
to the great and iacreasing num- 
ber of distilleries, in every part of 
the Union. That numbers of the 
owners of these establishments 
are worthy men I have no more 
doubt, than that the general in- 
fluence of them upon the com- 
munity is unspeakably pernicious. 
The arguments by which distil- 
Jeries are commonly defended, I 
shall have occasion to examine 
hereafter. In the mean time, I 
must be permitted to state my 
full conviction, that hundreds, if 
not thousands, of the bodies and 
souls, are annually destroyed, in 
the United States, by their means. 

Where almost can one of these 
establishments be ported out, 
which has not formed around it- 
self a kind of intoxicating atmos- 
phere, within the deadly influence 
of which drunkenness prevails 
and increases, in the most alarm- 


ing manner? Who can deny, that 
the fiery streams, which issue 
from a still, like melted lava from 
the flaming crater of a volcano, 
too often spread ruin and desola- 
tion where they flow. 

Pan. 


ee 


AN ENCOURA@SEMENT TO PIOUS 
MOTHERS. 


Tue writer of this article, a 

few years since, as a Cleryman 
isited a criminal, who was un- 
der sentence of death for murder. 
The criminal was a native of G. 
Britain aad gave the following 
account of his past life. He was 
bred toa mechanic art, and before 
the age of twenty-one, ran away 
from his friends. He first spent 
several years inthe West India 
Islands, from.whence he went to 
one of the Southern American 
States where he set up business 
and married. On the death of 
his wife and child, he passed into 
the Northern States, and wrought 
at his business in various places. 
Intemperance was the cause of 
his other vices and the means of 
bis ruin. Ina fit of intoxication 
he was guilty of murder, for 
which he was executed. On be- 
ing first visited he appeared hard- 
ened and insensible both of the 
enormity of his sin and the aw- 
fulness of the death that awaited 
him. He appearedto have some 
knowledge of truth and the chris- 
tian doctrines without any . feel- 
ing of moral obligation. His 
heart was too hard to realize that 
God was a holy Judge, and that 
asore »un -hment was prepared 
for the wicked. On being ques- 
tioned, he would confess the ma- 
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ny vices of his life without shame 
or remorse, and seemed wholly 
insensible that sin is an evil thing. 
Neither the threatnings of the law, 
nor the grace of the gospel, made 
any impression on his hardened 
heart and darkened understand- 
ing. He continued in this state 
a number of weeks, obstinate a- 
gainst all means of conviction, 
and his case appeared desperate ; 
until inquiry was made concern. 
ing the religious character of his 
parents. He said his father nei- 
ther went to church, prayed or 
believed in religion, but was an 
industrious man—on mention of 
his mother he was suddenly af- 
fected, his tears fowed, and a ca- 
pacity for feeling seemed to be 
restored to his mind. After be- 
ing calmed, he said she was em- 
inently pious and now in heaven. 
It was instantly discovered that 
this was the avenue to approach 
his heart and conscience, nor did 
there need any other. It was suf- 
ficient means of instruction, to 
inquire, and put him on repeat- 
ing, the counsels, advice, warn- 
ings, prayers, care to indoctrin- 
ate him in the truth, and watch 
over him, in which his mother, 
according to his account, was un- 
wearied, until he left her at the 
age of thirteen years. It seem- 
ed as though the Spirit of God, 
who now wrought powerfully up- 
on him, quickened his memory 
and recalled to his knowledge, 
minute circumsttnces of the moth- 
ex’s religious care, which he had 
not once recollected through ma- 
ny years of profligacy. There 
was not a religious subject or du- 
ty to which his memory did not 
bear a testimony, by a recollec- 
tion of the pious parent’s instruc- 


tions. Being dead she yet spake 


to the conscience of the profli- 
gate, and as it is believed now re- 
penting son. Especially, he was 
affected by the remembrance of 
her prayers, for it was her cus- 


tom, after her irreligious husband | 


had gone to his daily labor, to 
make her young children kneel 
around her, pray with them and 
receive her warning and blessing 
forthe day. Ifthere be any reader 
of this account, who neglects fam- 
ily prayer, he ought to feel sol- 
emnly warned of his neglect, for 
he is sinning equally against God, 
his own soul, and the souls of his 
beloved offspring. This man ap- 
peared to bea penitent. He ho- 
ped in the grace of God, and 
gave comfortable evidence of 
Christian sincerity. On his way 
to the place of execution, he par- 
ticularly thanked God for two 
gifts ; a Saviour to redeem, and 
a mother to instruct him. He 
died with serenity, committing 
his soul to Jesus Christ. 

What car be more encourag- 
ing to pious mothers! They have 
the first care of young minds, 
and although their labors do not 
appear to have an immediate ef- 
fect, their prayers may be answer- 
ed after they are dead, and their 
works of piety be the means of 
bringing a lost child to heaven. 
The sovereign wisdom and grace 
of God, work in company with 
means. Thisisso general a law 
of divine operation, that we have 
no reason to expect either tem- 
poral or spiritual blessings, when 
they ate neglected. Early im- 
pressions of religious truth are the 
most effectual means of salva- 
tion. Although they may ap- 
pear, for a time, to be lost, it is 
not uncommon to see them reex- 


cited with very powerful, and 
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sometimes happy effects. When 
we observe this law of nature, 
and read the encouragements 
God hath given to parents, that 
he will bless their labor, it should 
encourage them not to faint in 
duty, although they see little pre- 
sent fruit. ‘hey sow in sorrow, 
but may reap an eternal harvest 
in joy. While this story is an 
encouragement to pious parents, 
it holds up an awful warning to 
the intemperate. Half the crimes, 
murders, and shameful deaths by 
the hand of an executioner, that 
take place in the civilized world, 
are the effects of partial intoxica- 







tion. Before the intemperate 
man swallows his glass, he ought 
to see init the seeds of poverty, 
shame and death; probably, of 
death eternal. aA thief forgiven 
on the cross, and a penitent mur- 
derer through means of a pious 
mother’s early instructton, are in- 
Stances so nearly solitary they 
give no encouragement to con- 
tmue in sin from an expectation 
of final safety. They were de- 
signed to teach us men may pray 
for mercy until the last moment 
of life : not to increase the secu. 
rity of vice. 


C. Mag. 


——aa®: 000: ia 
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WASHINGTON BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We have witnessed, with pecnliar 

leagsure, the great increase of Bible 
20Cietics inthe United States. Anew 
cne has recently been formed, on our 
borders, in the County of W ashington, 
New-York. We have been furnished, 
for publication in the Adviser, with 
the following 

CONSTITUTION. 


Introduction. 

ConviINCep ‘bat the pure word of 
God is aspecial mean, employed bv 
the Holy Ghost for the conviction of 
sinners, no less than for the edification 
of the subjects of his sanctifying influ- 
ence; convinced at the same time 
that the scriptures of truth, in order 
to be read by all, must necessarily be 
in the possession of all: Impressed 
also with sentiments of gratitude to 
the God of all grace, avho has distin- 
guished us wit ; every mean of salva- 
tion ; and feeiing sentimenis of pity 
towards those who are destitute of the 
privileges which we enjoy WE, 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, 





associate for the purpose of promot 
ing the more general circulation of 
the scriptures amongst the poor. 

Aeticie I. This societ y shall be 
denomitated * The Washing ton Bible e 
Society in the State of New-York” — 
and the monies received by eigen 
or otherwise, shall be exclusively 
propriated to the purchase, and dis- 
tribution of bibles to the poor, and to 
the defraving of the necessary and in- 
cidental expences of the se ciety. 

Arr. II, As itis proper to exer- 
cise our spiritual charity to the poor 
in our own ange ae We will aim at 
supplying firs: those in the county of 
Washington, and afterwards others to 
the extent of our Means 

Art. Ill, The officers of this soci- 
ety shali cons.st of one President, one 
Vice-President, seven Directors, ove 
Treasurer, cne Corresfunding-Secreta- 
ry, and one Recording S-cretary, who 
shail be elecied at the annual meet ing 
ot the society, by a majurity of the 
members present, and shall respect 
ively. continue in office one vear. 
















































Art. IV. As Godrequireth of man, 
according tu what he hath, and as the 
mite of the less affluent ought not to 
be refused—Therefore, all who con- 

tirbute to the funds of this society, 
shall be recognized as members, and 
be entitled to vote on every question. 

Arr. V. This society shall meet 
@nnually on the first day of January, 

except when the same may occur on 
re Sabbath, in which case the society 
sh ee meet on the first ‘tuesday theve- 


fe VI. Asa mean of rendering 
the society more exiensively useful, 
a committee of four shall be appointed 
in each town in the county to solicit 
subscriptions—whose further duty it 
shall be to forward any monies which 
may be received to the Treasurer ey- 
ery six months, 

‘Anr. VIL The board of Directors 
may, from time to time, draw on the 
Treasurer for such sums of money as 

shall be inhis hands. They shall pur- 
chase Bibles and direct the distribu- 
tion of the same, They shall keep a 
correct account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of money; and they shal 
Jay a written report of their proceed- 
ings during the preceding year, to- 
gether with an exhibition of the state 
of the funds before every annual imcet- 
ing of the society. 

ART. VIL A majority of the board 
of Directors shall always be a guorwa 
for the transaction of business. 

Arr. 1X. This Constitution shall 
not be altered exceptatan annual mect- 
ing, nor then without the consent of 
two thirds of the members present ; 
but the first article of the constitutiton 
Shall not be subject to any alteration. 

¢ 

Joux Duntap has been appointed, 
President; and Esenezer CLARK, 
Esq. of Argyle, Treasurer of the So- 
ciety. 


os 


In the year 1812, Messrs. Schermer- 
horn and Mills, * having completed 
their course of Theological studies at 
Andover, commenced a tour thro’ the 
western and southern states, under the 
patronage of the Massachusetts and 
Connecticut Missionary Societies.—— 
The following information respecting 
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their missions is taken from the Pan. 
Oplist, and from the Connecticut M +. 
azine, and will, we presume, be very 
interesting to our readers. 


Extract of a Leiter from Mr. John F. 
Schermerhorh to the Secretary. of the 
Mass. ATiss. Society. 


Marierra, Ohio, Oct. 24, 1812. 

** It was my intention to have writ- 
ten to you before this, but my wish to 
form a union with Mr. Mills, my com- 
panion in labor, in order to give a ful- 
ler account ofour labors and prospects, 
has been the cause of so long silence. 
This is the first place at which we 
have had the pleasure of seeing each 
other since we left Andover in May. 

**} cannot enter into particulars. 
The account I shall give will be gen. 
eral. Thestate of Pennsylvania is far 
more in want of evangelical laborers 
than I had conceived. From Phiia- 
delphia to Chambersburg, a number 
of Presbyterian ministers are settled : 
a small number, however, compared 
with the extentof country. The dis- 
trict referred to is 150 mites by 70 c: 
89; containing 347,060 inhabitants, 
and only 24 Presbyteri ian clergymen. 
It must not be understood, that these 
are the only clergy. The number of 
German Lutheran and Reformed 
Dutch clergymen is greater. 

** Intemperance prevails freatly 
among the Germans : also profan ity 
and gambling. The Sabbath is not 
regarded as the Lord’s time. 

“ From Cham ibershute to Greens- 
burg, on this side ofthe Allerany 
mountains, a region of 110 miles by 
76 has but one Presbyterian clergy 

oO. 
man, and contains 60, 880 mbhabitents, 
In this region, there ae some Dutch 
clergymen ; ; but very few. This last 
region Ihave districied on my , may 
may into three missionary Circuits. 
The people are generally anxious to 
hear the ts and weuld generally 
help to aid a Society tosupport a mis- 
sionary among ihem. From Greens- 
burg to the Ohno riv er, the country is 
better Supplied. Qa the north of Pitts- 
bure from that place to the line of 
New -York, and eastward of < the Alle- 
gany riter to the east branch of the 
Susqehannah, 1 know of but one Pres- 
byteriun minister. .Thisis avery des- 
titute region, It contains 60 or 70 
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thousand inhabitants: perhaps 100,- 
G06. 

After leaving Pittsburg, T struck 
the Ohio at Grave Creck, (Vir.) In 
four counties in Virginia, which hie on 
the Ohio, viz. Brooke, Ohio, Wood, 
and Cabell, atid Mason, containing 20,- 
900 inhabitants, there is only one mn- 
ister, except afew itinerant Metho- 
dists. From Steubenville, Ohio, to 
Marietta, 110 miles, there is no min- 
ister. A good missionary route might 
be established up and down the river 
I have proposed it to the people who 
were pleased with the plan, and ex- 
pressed themselves willing to support 
such a missvon. 

“We preach as often as oetasion 
offers and our health will permit — 
Thus far we have been gladWw received. 
ft is doubtful, Sir, whether we shall 
be able to go on to New Orleans, on 
account of being cbliged to relinguish 
going through Indiana territory to St. 
Louis and New-Madrid.” | 

Ini a letter to Mr. Jenks, one of the 
Trustees, dated Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 
20, Mr. Schermerhorn states, that in 
Pennsylvania he found whole counties, 
containg from 5,900 to 10,000 people; 
without regular preaching; and that 
in. Virginia, wes* ofthe Biue Ridge, a 
district containing 150.000 inhabi- 
tants, only three clergymen were set- 


tled. 





Letter from Mr. Samuel J. Mills, Jv. 
to the Trustees of the Missionary So- 
ciety. of Connecticut, 

“ J left Marietta the 24th of Octo- 
ber, 1812, and proceeded down tKe 
Ohio river. -On the 23:h, (Sabbath) 
preached at Belprie, a New-England 
settlement. Thence proceeded thro’ 
Galliopolis to Chilicothe, where I ar- 
rived Nov. 2d, preaching occasionally 
on the way, and distributing the consti- 
tution of the Ohio Bible Society. The 
prospect was favorable, as it respects 
the increase of the funds of the Socie- 
ty; at least as much so as could be ex- 
pected. On the 7ih came to Springfield, 
on the head waters of the Little Miami. 
Here | tavried two or three days, de- 


tained on account of the ram, and wauit- . 


ing for Mr. Schermerhorn, who left 
Marietta the same day that I did.—- 
He went up the Muskingum, and came 
on by Zanesville and Franklinton to 


Springfield, where he arrived the 10tk. 
We proceeded on our way to Dayton, 
and put up with Dr. Welch, the Pres- 
byterian minister residing in that 
place. Fromm Payton, I came on to 
Lebanon, near the Little Miami, and 
thence to Cinejnati. Brother Scher- 
merhorn went down the Big Miami by 
Franklinton to Emeinati, at which 
place we both arrived the 17th of No- 
vember. 

“TI shallat this time only mention 
the number of Presbyterian ministers, 
in the state of Ohio, south and west 
6f New Connecticut. By reeurring to 
the census of 1810, you may form some 
idea of the religious state of this part 
of our western country. T shall name 
those counties that have one: or more 
Presbyterian ministers, residing with- 
in their limits. ‘Fhose not named are 
destitute. Columbian county, one ; 
Jefietson, four; Belmot, one; Ath- 
ens, one; Delaware, two; Fairfield, 
one ; Licking, one; Muskingum, one ; 
Pickaway, two; Boss, two; Knox, 
one , Washington, one ; Montgomcrr, 
one : Warren, one ; Highland, one ; 
H: milton, two; But¥er, one ; in the 
whole state, New Connecticut except- 
ed, twenty-four, Fhese ministers 
have one churth at least under their 
cure, some have two or three. There 
are three Cohgregational ministers in 
this part of the state-—Mr Potter, re- 
siding near Steubenville has no charge; 
Mr. Robbins in Washmgton county ; 
and Mr. Harris in Licking county. 

‘‘ South of New-Connecticut, few 
Bibles or religious tracts have been 
received for distribution among the 
inhabitants. Fhe Subbath is greatly 
profaned ; and but few good people 
cain be found in any one place. There 
are howeverf a number of Societies 
which are wishmg to obtain ministers 
for settlement for a part of the time 
at least, more commenly for six months 
in the year. The New Light Socie- 
ties hase been numerous in the west- 
ern part of the state; but are at pres- 
ent fast declining. They had lately, 
in their connection, 7 ordained preach- 
ers, and 6 licentiates. The Baptist 
are somewhat numerous in certain 
parts of the state. But the Methodists 
according to thir own calculation, are 
far the most numerous religious de- 
nomipation, in the state of Ohio, south 
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1813. 


of New-Connccticut, which is, in my 
opinion, fur the most desirable part of 
the Siate; certainly as respecis the 
moral and religious habits of the peo- 
pleliving there. Thev are far advanc- 
ed above any portion of country ofe. 
qual extent and population, west of 
the mouniains. The Shakers have a 
Village 25 miles inanorthern direction 
from Cincinnati. They reckon thew 
number at about 4.@  ITbelieve they 
are not increasing ai the present time. 
* From Cincinnat; Mr. Schermerhorn 
and myself came down the river Ohio 
to Laurenceburgh in the Indiana terri- 
tory. Left that place the 24th of Nov 
crossed the Ohio + ito Kentuckey, and 
cai: down the river about 30 miles ; 
thea wsuin crossed over into Indiana, 
andeane down some miles on that 
side of the river; ther crossed back 
into Kentucky, and continued our 
course within 39 niles efthe falls of 
the Ohio, preaching occasionally. We 
found the inbabitanis in a very desti- 
tule stale; very ignorant of the doc- 
trines of the gospel; and in many in- 
stances Without Bibles, or any other 
religious books. he Methodist 
preachers pass through this country, 
an their circuits occasionally ; but 
do very liith, I fear, towards aiding 
the people in obtaining a true knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of the bible. 
There are, in the Indiana territory, ac- 
cording to the last census, 24520 in- 


chayitants , and there is but one Pres- 


byterian minister, Mr. Scott, living at 
Vincenness. The M-thodists and 
Bantists are considerably numerous. 
In the Hlinois tervritory,containing more 
than 12.00 people, there is no Pres- 
byteaian or Congregatioval minister. 
There are a number of good people in 
the territory, who are auxigus to have 
such ministers amongst them. They 
likewise wish to be remembered by 
Bible and Religious Tract Secicties. 
“Leaving heriver, we proceeded 
on our way through Frankfort, an cast- 
erly course to Lexington, where we 
arrived Dec. 5th. We put up with 
Mr. Blythe, and soon became acquaint- 
ed with a number cf good people, 
During our stay at Lexington, We as- 
sisted in reorganizing the Constitution 
of the Bible Society, whicia had been 
instituted a yearor two before; but 
@u tao restrictiveprinciples. It trad 
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done but little towards advancing the 
gveat object for which it was establish» 
el. The prospect was, when we left 
that it would soon become much more 
extensively useful. Of 500 Bibies, 
Which liad been commitied to our care 
by the New-York Bible Society, we 
directed 100 to be sent to the mahage- 
ers of the Kentucky Society, for dis- 
titbution. There are, in ithe State of 
Kentucky, as nearly as we could as- 
certain, 33 Presbyterian ministers, 64 
churches, and 1290 communicants. 
There is a Presbytery, called the Cum- 
berland Presbytery whieh has detech- 
ed itself from the Synod of Kentugky. 
Part of this Presbytery is within tie 
limits of Tennessee. [here are be- 
longing to it 11 ministers, and about 
1003 communicants. ‘The number of 


churches we did not learn. ‘The Bap- 


tists are verv N«imerous in this state. 
They have 142 preachers, 243 church- 
es, and 21660 communicants. The 
denomination called New Lights have 
15 ministers, 20 churches, and 100Q 
communicants. There are also 6 Ro- 
man Catholic priests, and 12 places of 
worship. A Roman Catholic chureh 
has Jately been built in Lexington. 
TheMethodists are less numerous thay 
the Baptists ; but there are considera. 
ble numbers of them in different paris 
of the state, . 

“We leit Lexington on the 14.h of 
December, and proceeded on our way 
to Nashville, in Tennessee, where we 
arrived the 28th. = On the 26th, rode 
to Franklin, 20 miles from Nashville, 
and putup with Me. Blackburn.  Du- 
ring our stay in this part of Tennes- 
sec, We consulted with a number of 
pious people, with regard to the ex- 
pediency of torning a Bible Society. 
They decidedly favored the object. 
Mr. Biackburn thought there would 
not be lime to collect the people, and 
forma constituccon during our stay. 
He engaged that he would exert hinn- 
self in fuvor of the object, as did oth- 
ers, men of piety and mfluence. We 
left with him a copy of the Consti u- 
tion of the Bible Society termed in the 
state ef Qhio; and wrotetg Mr. Robs 
bins of Marietta, requesting him ru 
send to Nashville, for the benefit of 
the Society about to be formed m that 
neighbourhood, 39 of the 500 Bibice 
which were to be sent to Rim bein 
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Pittsburgh. IJ» the state of Tennes- 
see, there are 22 Presbyterian minis- 
ters, and 45 churches. The Metho- 
dists are much more numerous ; about 
80 ordained pi reachers, 125 licentiates, 
13509 whites im society, and 590 
blacks. The Baptists have in this 
state a number of societies. 

“© We consulted with Mr Blackburn 
on the expediency of pursuing our 
course down the river to New-Orleans. 
He advised us to go, and assisted in 
making the necessary preparations. 
it was thought best tor us to decend 
the river. General Jackson was ex- 
pecting to go in afew days. with a- 
bout 1500 Volunteers’ to Natchez. 
Mr. Biaxckburn introduced us to the 
General, who, having become acjuaint- 
ed with our design, invited us to take 
passage on board his boat. We ac- 
cepted the invitation; andafter pro- 
viding some necessary stores for the 
voyage, and making sale of our horses 
we embarked on the 10th of January, 
1813. Wecame to the mouth ofthe 
Ohio the 27th, where we lay by three 
days on account of the ice. On the 
31st we passed New Madiid ; and the 
16th of February arrived at Naichez. 

' During our stay at Natchez and 
vicinity, we introduced the subject of 
the formation ofa Bible Society for 
the benefit of the destitute in the Mis- 
sissippi territory. The professedly 
religious people, of the different de- 
nominations, appeared anxious for the 
establishment of an Institution of this 
kind. A proposal was drawn up fora 
meeting of those disposed to aid the 
object,and the time and place of the 
meetwe agreed upon. At the time 
appointed, a number assembled, and 
chose a Committee to prepare a Con- 
stitution, to be presented to those dis- 
posed to sign it, at a second meeting 


which was to be held at Natchez, three . 


weeks from the first meeting. We 
left with the Committee a copy of the 
Constitution we had with us, to which 
the one formed for the Mississippi 
territory will most likely be similar. 
The Bible Society for this territory 
willbe supported by a number of the 
most influential characters, both civil 
and religious. 
them 100. Bibles, and have given di- 
rections that they should be forwarded 
to Natchez. We likewise encourag- 
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We engaged to send 






ed them to hope for further donations 
of Bibles from other Societies ; and 
engaged, upon our return, torepresent 
their state to the Bible Societies of 
hiladetphia, Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts. As those who engaged in 
the formation of the Society, entered 
upon the es ina very spirited 
manner, we doubt not the result will 
be a happyone. ‘There arc at present 
4 Preshyterian ministers in the TVer- 
ritory, and Sor @ churches. Whole 
number of communicants 113. he 
Baptists have 6 ministers and 5 licen- 
tiates, about 15 churches, and 494 
communicants, The number of the 
the Methodists is about equal to that 
of the Baptists. 

* Before we left Natchez, we (with 
Mr. Blackburn, the chaplain who at- 
ien:led the Tennessee Voiunteers) ob- 
tained a subscription of more than 100 
doliars, for the benefit of the Tennes- 
see Bible Society. This subscr iption 

was made by the officers principally. 
The prospect was that it wonid be 
very considerably increased. betore 
they left that partofthe country. We 
were treated with great attention by 
the General and oificers ; and were 
more obliged to them for their sub. 
scription to the Tennessee Society, 
than if it had been made to us. 

“We left Natchez the 12th of March, 
and went on board a flat bottomed 
boat, where out accommodations were 
but indifferent. The weather was 
generally pleasant, and we arrived at 
New-Qrieans the 19th. We might 
have taken passage in the steam boat, 
and should have done so, had it not 
keen for the extra expense we must 
have incurred. The usual rate each 
passanger pays in the steam boat from 
Natchez tu New-Orieans is 18 dollars; 
whereas our passage was but little 
more than 6 dollars for both of us. 
The distance is 309 miles. For 100. 
miles above New-Orleans, the banks 
of the river are cleared, and in descend- 
ing the river you pass many very ele- 
gant plantations. The whole of this 
distance, the banks appear like one 
continued village. | The greater part 
of the inhabitants gre French Catho- 
lics, ignorant of almost every thing 
except what relates to the increase of 
their property; destitute of schools, 
Bibles, and religious instructions. In 
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attemp rig to learn the religious sf.te 


of these People, we were freq uentis 

told, that tl iey had no Bibles and that 
th: pre sts did vot cllow of their dise 
tr bution series rthen. An Acnerican 
who had resided Ovo or theese years at 
that olace waich has the appearance 
of bemy a flos wishing * setticinent, and 
wich tas a hoire church, inform. 
ed me thai ea had not secu a Uible 
daring his siay at the settiement. He 
added, that he had heard that a wo- 
wan from thesctate of New-York had 
lately brought anc into the place. 


s #T, . Shoe 
© Upon our arrivai at New -Oricans, 
We Were soon nade acquainted Wil 
. 1 ’ *ay 
afew reliqions peop.e Phe nuniber 


gl | thas SC Possessing tiris Cuuractier hn 


this pluce, We aie ae tg ates to be- 
lieve issmall, We found here a Bap- 
tist minister, Whe bas been in £ the ety 
a few months, bat expects to leave the 
place soon. He is a sensible man, 


i At appearance a Christian. Pdoubt 
he has laboured faithfully in the 
ny vied ot his master, ‘Tiere is no 
Peotevtant church in the city. - At- 
tempts have been made to obtaima 
subscription tor building one, bat have 
friled. “Phere is at the present time 
a Methodist preacher 3 the plac. 
}believe he expects to leave it soon, 
The catholic priests will iuen be the 
only professed!) y religious teachers in 
the city. 

*¢ Soon after our arrival, we introduce. 
ed the subject of a ible Soc iety. It 
divecth; met the wishes of the re biel IOS 
peeple with Wiiom we had becouie ac- 
aiainted. As we had letters of mtro- 
) hen sch to Gov. Claiborne, we calied 
upon him incompany with a friend. 
The vbject of our coming tothe phice 
Was stated to him, and he appror ed of 
it. A proposal for a meeting was 
readily sigucd by him, and by 12 of 
the munibers of the Legislature who 
were then in session. About 20 more, 
principzliy merchants belonged to th 

city added their names to t! ie list. At 
the time appointed for establishing a 
trek the greaterpart of those w "ho 
subseribed io the proposal met. Pee- 

vious rn the mge ting, a Constitution 
had been formed ; and wis presented 
for their approbation, should it meet 
the wishes of those present. Phe€ on- 
stitution was read and consid tered; ul". 
ticle by arti eley and adop tec d. Ht pro- 
waded that the number of manacers 


should not be less than 12, nor more 
han 24 The Managercs were to choose 

the other officers ae the society. Ar 
ter signing the Constitation, the Mar- 
ug rs "were chosen, about 20, some ro- 
siding in the county, but tae greaicr 
partin the cny. “Phe Menagers pre 
ceeded to the choice tien. Ge 
Benjamin Morgan vas chosen Presi- 
dent, and Dr. Dow, Vice-Presiden 
The rate paid by those who become 
members is fixed at 5 dollars, upon 
simning the paper, and the yearly tax 
upop cach member is S dollars. Afi 
picsent appeared much gratified with 
the opening praspeet. 

“We find that, in order tohave the 
Buble circulate freely, especially « 
mong the Cathohes, the consent o. 
those hich im effice mast be obtained. 
We were frequently told, that the 
Catholic priests would by no means 
furor the objvct. We refer wate Fath- 
cr Antonio, 26 he is called, who has 
greater influeace with those of his or- 
der than even the Bishop, who has 
lately arrived from Baliimore. ff the 
consent of the former could be obtained, 
it was allowed by those wnh whom 
we conversed, that much might be 
done towards distributing the scrip- 
turcs among the French Cathohes. 
We took a convenient opportunity to 
call upon the Reverend Father. ‘The 

ubject was mentioned te him. He 
said he should be pleased to have the 
Bible circulate among those of his or- 


der; and that he would approve o” 


the translation distributed by the Brit 
ishand Foreign Bible Society. ~ In 


addition to this, he said he would wd 


in the circulation of the scripture; 
should an opportunity present. We 
enquired of him, whetirer the tests 
in the different parishes would hike- 
wise favor the gool work?) At this 
enquiry he scemed surprised, and a 
swered, “ How can vou doubtit? I: 
is for their interest to circulate the 
scriptures.” Upon this point, our 
scnuments were hardiy in’ unison. 
However we felt no disposition te 
contradict him. We have since call- 
cd upon the Bishop. He also gave 
lis consent, aud said he Weuld contri- 
bute in favor of the infint Institution. 
Thisd disposition in the Catholic priests 
to favor the rirculation of the scrip- 
tures has very much surprised all 
wi, whom we have conversed on the 
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subject in the city. The priests ac- 
knowledge the nakedness of the land. 
Father Antonio gave it as his opinion, 
that weshould very rarcly find a Bi- 
bie inany of the French or Spanish 
Catholic families. im any one of the 
parishe-. Aad the Bishop remarked, 

thathe did not believe there were 10 
Bibles in the possession of all the 
Catholic families in the state; and 
these families constitute three fourths 
of the population ofthe state, people 
of color exccpted, as is believed by 
nien of information. When we came 
to this place, we found 
French Bibles and ‘Yestaments had 
been sent there for distribution, gra- 
tis; and had been on hand some time. 
‘They are now all disposed of, and re- 
peated enquirics aie made for these 
hor ks by the Catholics. happened ia 
at Mr. Stackhouse’s siore a short tuume 
since. Durmg my stay, which was 
short, five or six persons came in, chn- 
quiring for the Bible in the French 
language. ‘The present is certain by 
anew and interesting cra in the history 
of New-Orleans. Mr. Stackhouse 
informs me, that if le had 50 Bibles, 
he could dispose of them at once to 
the Catholics. 

“We expeet to leave this place 
seon, «il proceed onvur way te Geor- 
gia, through the CreeK nation. We 
jiope toarrive home early in the month 
of July.” 

It appears from a poscript to Mr. 
Mills’ letter, that af-er along and th- 
tiguing journey. he arrived at Athens 
jn Georgia the 20.h of May. 

blr following paragr aph from a 
Charlcs:onpaper contains some further 


’ 


infor ‘mation concerning Mr. Mills. 


Charleston. (S. C_) June $ 

On Tuesday last arrived in this 
city, from New-Orleans, Mr. Samuel 
J. Miils, Missionary trom New-Eng- 
land. 

‘This gentleman having graduated 
from the Divinity College i in Andever 
under the direction and by the appoint- 
ment of the Missionary Societies ef 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, coin- 
menced in July last, a tour through 
the Western and Southern Sections ‘of 
the United States. The particular 
objects of this undertaking were to 
obtain correct information of the re- 


| 


ligious state of the country, and to 


number of 
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attempt the establistunent of Bible 
Societies in the several states which 
were de stitute of them. 

Accordingly he proceeded, togeth- 
er with another Clergyman, his asso- 

ciate, to Marietta, Ohio, where they 
hud the satisfaction to see their en- 
deavors succeed in the formation ofa 
large ant very respectable Society, 
tor the distribution of the Bible thro’ 
that state. Similar institutions were 
formed through their instrumentality, 
m Kentucky, Ten: 1essce and Mississppi 
Territory. Ia Febiuary they arrived 
in New-Orleans, where their exertions 
were sivnally blessed. An extensive 
Bible Soc:.»:ty was formed, and leave 
Was obtained by Mir. Mills, of the 
Catholic Bishop te distribute a French 
translation of the Bible, through all 
the Parishes under his care. By this 
permission a door is opened for the 
distribution of the precious word of 
God, among 20,000 Catholics, in whose 
possession, ; in the opinion of thew Bish- 
op, ten Bibles cannot now be found. 

Since leaving New-Orleans, Mr, 
Mills has suffered much hardship and 
fatigue. On account of ithe distur- 
bances near the coast, he was obliged 
to take acircuit of nearly S0Q miles 
thro’ the A gute pe Ve tonumer- 
ous d mngets and severe privations. He 
is now on his return ;* New-England, 
with much interesting inform«ution for 
the Missionary Societies, and much 
experience of the Divine goodness. 

During his tour Me. Miils has dis- 
tributed 700 Bibles, among the destj- 
tute. All Christians will greatly re- 
joice at the success which has attend- 
ed this important and interesting Mis- 
sion. 

By the fermation of these Socicties 
in the interior states, and in Louisiana 
Bibles may be given to hundreds of 
thousands, who are new famishing for 
the word of eternal life. 

—— 
INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA, 
The following extracts of Letters 

from India, toa gentleman in Phila- 
delphia, by the ship Harmony, have 
been obligiagly communicated for the 
Adviser. 

From the Rev.* Robert May, Dated 

* An English missionary, who spent 
aes time in Philadelphia before em- 

Thing { tur India, 









































































1819. 
Serampore Dec 17, 1812. 


We arrived at Calcutta on the 10th 
August—After three months anxiety 
and doubt, whether I should be per- 
mitted to remain, I received permis- 
sion from the government, through 
the British President of Chinsurah, a 
Dutch settlemert, to reside at that 
place, as their minister. About eight 
days after, we were informed of the 
orders 6f the Governor General in 
counc:l, that we must al] return in the 
ship Harmony. Whenthese orders 
were communicated, both Mrs. May 
and myself could not refrain from 
tears. But the inhabitants of Chivsu- 
rah drew up a petition to Government 
to request them to permit me to reside 
there. This place is about 30 miles 
from Caleutta, and presents to an ac- 
tive missionary, a wide field for use- 
fulness. .A European school mav sean 
be formed, as there are many Dutch 
Inhabitants in the place, who . are 
much in want of'a school for their chil- 
dren. ‘There isa Dutch church, in 
which I preach, every sabbath, to a- 
bout 50 persons. There are, also, 
thousands of natives around this set- 
tlement, whose minds are enveloped 
in the grossest darkness of Paganism. 
The vicinity of this place to Calcutta, 
the capital of India, presents a pros- 
pect of usefulness among the young, 
by preaching a monthly lecture, which 
I intend to begin early in the ap- 
proaching year, if possible: And if 
there are only 50 children and young 
persons to attend on these exercises, f 
shall think my time well spent. For 
every hundred, which I had to attend 
mein Arecrica, I shall rejoice, if I can 
obtain ten children in India. 

Miss Green intends going to Ma- 
drass to join the Mission at Bellery. 
Mr. Lee is gone to founda mission at 
Ganjam. 

_ Should God be pleased to spare my 
fe and five me health and grace, I 
hope, as soon as I have acquired the 
anguage, to establish some native 
schools on the Lancasterian pian, as 
far.as it can be accommodated to the 
circumstances of the native children 
in India. This is my intention, But 
it must at present be kept private, as 
Edonot yet know how government 
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will be disposed towards this impor. 
tant and glorious object. 

I have entered into a correspondence 
with several friends to the youth ir 
India, for the purpose of collceung ail 
the informatien in my power on this 
subject. There is one greatdiificulty, 
which I feared, done away. The na- 
tives have no objections to their chil- 
dren’s reading our scriptures in their 
language. This, I think, isa very 
great advantage, and by read.ng and 
committing passages of our scriptures 
to memory, pagan prejudices and hea- 
then idotatrics will be sccretiy and ef- 
feetually undermined 

When we arrived in Calcutta, we 
were informed of the death of Mr. 
Thompson, missionary from the Lon- 
don Soeiety— Since that, I have heard 
of the death of Mr. Pazalt, with whom 
¥ was we'll acquainied. These are a- 
larming dispeasatins of Divine Provi- 
dence: they are also mysterious: the 
ways of the Lord are past finding out. 
They are loud calls for us, who remain, 
to be diligent and xetive—to work 
while it is called to dav,—befor. the 
night of death come upon, us wherein 
no man can werk.” 


Extract of a letter from the 
Gordon Hall dated Calcuita Nov. 
1822. 

“We remember with gratitude the 
seasonable assistance which the peo- 
ple of Philadelphia ministered to our: 
necessity, at the moment of our depar- 
turc. It has proved indeed seusona- 
ble 

On our arrival at Caleutta on the 
10 i) of August, we found that our 
friends, whe sailed from Salem, had 
experienced the same mereies 8 our- 
selves at the hand of the Lod.-- 
Brother Nott amt his wile, brother 
Rice and myself have beey more or 
less aflicted with the prevatiing disea- 
ses of the climate. Hut, through the 
great forbearance ef God, we now are 
allin perfect health, except b other 
Rioe, who is convalescent. Brother 
Newel sailed for the Isie of France a- 
bout a week before our arrival, and aii 
that we have heard from him or the 
ship, is that they were soon overtaken 
by a Violent storm, which obliged 
them to put into porton the Madrzss 
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Coast, where the “Lin ‘vas de‘ ain: 
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re efittings until the 2i:h September.— 
When we arrived, we were, in like 
manner, ordered back. Qur way 
scemcd entirely hedged up. But dii- 
ferent fields have since opened to our 
view, with prospects more or less cn- 
couraging. Bombay, in connection 
with Surat, has long appeared to us 
important, and we have at Jength te- 
solved to altempt it. But then we 
were apprehensive, that govermental 
obstructions would obl) fe us to go by 
way of the Tsle of France. ‘The busi- 
ness, however, has been so kindly or- 
deveal by Provide nee, that we have 

eeceeded in obta: ning from the mas- 
ter of the Police, & passport on bo:,td 
aship bound to Bombay to sail in the 
conrse of this week. 

In consequence of the change in the 

sentiments of brother Rice nat Jud- 


son, it appears to them and tsexpedi- 


ent, that we should labour iu separate 
fields, We stilllcve them as breth- 
ren, view them as the devoted ser- 
vants of Christ, and believe that they 
will declare to the heathen the w av of 
life, though we cannot think that they 
will explain it so perfectly as if they 
hed holden faust their former faith in 
this matter. Theyare not yet deter- 
mined, where they shall go. 

P. S. Such were our prospects, 
when on the 18th we were pemusanee 
tothe Police to receive a positive or- 
der fiom Government to ga to Eng- 
Jandl in the fleet—to sail the followi ing 
week. As our only chance, tre resolv. 
ed to attempt our escape in the ship, 
in which we hetl already paid our pas- 
sage and obtained our pass from the 
Police. We are now (20:h) nearly 
140 miles from Calcutta, and temor- 
row we shall know w bether we go to 
Engiand or proceed in this ship. 

29th. The Pilot is about to leave 
us. For the present at least, we think 
ourselves Safe from a voyage to Eng- 
land.” 


Extract of aletter fromthe Rev. Lu- 
her Rice, duted River Hoogiy Nov. 
23, 1812. 


Failing to get away from Calcutta, 


Dounaiicr 



















nS ° éaUG. 
so s00n as government conecited, we 


should have done in ‘contormity with 
the import ef ow petition for permis- 
sion todepart for the Isle of France, 
We were suddenly and unexpectedly 
and just when we were in fact about 
to ret away, notified by the magistrates 
atthe Police, last Wednesdav of an 
order from government, directing them 


to send us to England by the fleet un- 


der despatch, and which is to sail next 
dey aficr tomoirow—in a week from 
the time of our being notified of ihe 
existence ofsuch an order. Brs. Halli 
and Nott had just before obtained a 
pass from the Police to good board a 
vesse} bound to Bombay. ‘They have 
gone from Caleulia 

Brother Judsen and mvselfiare on 
board the ship * La Belle Creole, 
bound to the Isle of France. Thus 
afser much embarrassment and more 
anxiety, tho’ the Police officers visit- 
ed our places of residence, before we 
had got out of the city, with the de- 
sien, "y suppose of putting us into the 
fleet, we feel gurselves at length re- 
leived from danger. From the Isle of 
Frince, it isuncertain to what place 
we shall go—possibly to Ceylon, as 
the most eligible of severable impor- 
tunt fields for missionary labor, which 
lic before us. L teel not disco iraged 
respecting the mission; but am con- 
strained to proceed notwithstanding 
all difficultics and uncertainties, with 
support and consolation. Brs. Uall 
Nott and myself have all been visited 
with sickness—some of us alarming: 
ly so, but have been happily a, 
agauin‘o health. We have been tre 
ed with great Kindness and howpisalit ty 
by the missionor les at Se:ampore, and 
by some christian friénds in Calcutta. 

Of the missionaries at Serampore I 
only say, that I think them, most ex- 
cellent men. Religion appears to be 
gaining ground in this part of the work 
and especially the way appea®s to be 
preparing for the gospel to prevail 
moe and more. 
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